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North  West  Shropshire  Combined  Health  Districts 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICE, 

8  OSWALD  ROAD, 

OSWESTRY, 

SHROPSHIRE, 

MAY,  1950, 


To  the  Mayor,  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Councils,  comprising  the  North 

West  Health  Districts  of ''Salop. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1949,  which  is  compiled 
in  accordance  with  Circular  2/50  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated  25th  January, 
1950. 

It  takes  the  same  form  as  last  year. 

A  considerable  part  of  the  Report  is  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and 
I  thank  them  for  their  help  and  co-operation  during  the  year  which  is  so  essential 
to  the  efficient  working  of  the  Health  Department.  I  have  always  received  ready 
help  from  other  officials  to  whom  I  am  truly  grateful. 

I  would  also  like  to  express  my  gratitude  for  the  kindness  and  consideration 
always  shown  to  me  by  members  of  the  various  Councils. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  WILSON  EVANS. 


MILK 

On  October  1st,  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  made  jointly  by  the  Min¬ 
ister  of  Health,  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  the  Minister  of  Food,  came  into 
operation. 

The  Regulations  make  a  distinction  between  dairy  farmers,  milk  produc¬ 
ers,  and  milk  distributors,  who  are  persons  trading  from  premises  other  than  a 
dairy  farm,  and  between  dairy  farms  and  other  premises  at  which  milk  is 

handled.  The  Local  Authority  is  now  only  responsible  for  the  registration  of 

milk  distributors. 

A  great  help  in  obtaining  high  standard  of  dairy  farms  which  has  been  given 
to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  who  is  now  responsible  for  the  registration  of 
dairy  farmers  and  of  dairy  farms,  and  which  Local  Authorities  never  had,  is  the 
right  to  refuse  or  cancel  registration. 

The  scope  of  measures  that  can  be  taken  to  prevent  infection  of  milk  has 
been  widened  by  including  all  diseases  communicable  to  man  by  the  consumption 
of  milk;  this  includes  such  diseases  as  Tuberculosis  and  Undulant  Fever  which  are 
not  included  under  the  definition  of  Notifiable  Diseases  to  which  previous  legis¬ 
lation  was  limited.  However,  it  hardly  seems  practicable  or  reasonable  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  person  from  handling  milk,  who  is  or  has  been  in  contact  with  a  case  of 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis,  i.e.,  a  cowman  whose  wife  is  suffering  from  the  disease, 
for  not  only  is  a  contact  of  Tuberculosis  not  infectious  unless  or  until  he  de¬ 
velops  the  disease,  but  the  length  of  time  for  which  he  would  have  to  avoid 
contact  with  milk  might  be  years  and  so  a  very  serious  problem  of  employment 
would  arise.  A  more  practical  and  reasonable  method  of  prevention  would  be 
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for  such  contacts  to  be  regularly  examined  by  the  Chest  Physician  every  three 
months  or  so. 

An  additional  and  useful  power  is  that  by  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  can,  if  he  has  evidence  of  infection  of  the  milk  or  suspects  it,  stop  its  sale 
until  it  has  been  heat  treated. 


CLEAN  FOOD. 

In  October,  the  Ministry  of  Food  issued  some  model  bye-laws  to  deal  with 
the  handling  and  wrapping  of  food. 

All  the  Councils  have  decided  to  adopt  these  bye-laws  and  to  apply  to  the 
Ministry  for  confirmation 

Food  poisoning  is  caused  by  contamination  of  food  and  is  largely  preventable 
so  the  precautions  laid  down  in  these  bye-laws  should  help  in  the  prevention  of  a 
form  of  illness  which  has  increased  so  much  during  recent  years.  Since  the  germs 
which  cause  food  poisoning  come  from  the  bowels,  nose  and  throat  and  also  from 
wounds  in  the  hands  and  boils,  the  way  to  prevent  it  is  for  those  who  handle  food 
to  realise  the  importance  of  clean  habits,  such  as  thoroughly  washing  the  hands, 
especially  after  using  the  sanitary  convenience,  avoiding  coughing  or  sneezing 
near  food,  and  covering  up  sores  and  cuts  properly  such  as  using  a  rubber  finger 
stall  for  a  septic  finger  and  seeing  that  no  flies  or  mice  are  seen  on  the  premises. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 

Mrs.  Martin  Wilson,  County  Organiser  of  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service, 
has  very  kindly  sent  me  the  following  report  on  the  operation  of  the  Home  Help 
Service  during  the  year.  At  present,  they  only  operate  from  Oswestry  and  Whit¬ 
church,  and  a  few  cases  have  been  visited  from  these  centres  in  the  surrounding 
districts. 

“  The  work  carried  out  by  the  Home  Help  Service  is  a  very  valuable  one,  and 
it  will  supply  a  much  felt  need  when  it  completely  covers  the  district. 

“The  Whitchurch  office  did  not  open  until  the  1st  July,  1949,  so  that  the 
figures  are  only  for  part  of  the  year. 

“  Both  branches  have  done  excellent  work.  A  great  debt  of  gratitude  is  owed 
to  Mrs.  Barnes,  head  of  the  Home  Help  Service  at  Oswestry,  and  to  Miss  Dean, 
head  of  the  office  at  Whitchurch,  both  of  whom  have  worked  very  hard  and  have 
given  a  great  deal  of  time  to  the  Service;  they  have  been  very  well  supported  by  the 
other  voluntary  helpers  in  the  offices  who  have  shown  great  interest  and  keenness 
in  the  Service.  In  both  cases,  many  visits  have  been  paid  to  houses  where  there 
has  been  some  urgency  or  special  need  for  help  and  these  visits  have  enabled  the 
Service  to  run  very  smoothly  indeed.  All  the  Home  Helps  have  worked  extremely 
well,  and  it  is  especially  gratifying  in  Oswestry  that  most  of  the  Home  Helps 
who  were  engaged  when  the  scheme  first  started  are  still  with  them. 

“The  Service  seems  to  be  greatly  appreciated  by  the  householders  using  it, 
and  there  have  been  very  few  complaints  of  any  kind.  In  most  cases,  doctors 
and  district  nurses  seem  to  have  co-operated  well  with  the  Service,  especially  so 
in  Oswestry,  where  they  now  turn  to  the  Home  Help  Service  in  cases  of  difficulty. 

“  Several  cases  in  the  Wem  district  have  been  attended  to  from  the  Shrews¬ 
bury  office.” 


OLD  PEOPLE. 

During  the  year,  the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  a  circular  setting  forth  the 
powers  of  Local  Authorities  to  contribute  to  the  funds  of  voluntary  organisations 
engaged  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  old  people.  Section  31  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948,  empowers  all  Local  Authorities  in  country  and  county  dis- 
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tricts  to  contribute  to  the  funds  of  voluntary  organisations  whose  activities  con¬ 
sist  in  or  include  the  provision  of  recreation  or  meals  for  old  people  and  so  en¬ 
ables  them  to  foster  the  useful  work  which  is  being  carried  out.  Under  Section 
136  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1948,  the  County  Council  especially,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Ministry,  could  properly  contribute  to  the  Committee’s  expenses 
as  a  suitable  method  of  encouraging  the  development  of  great  welfare  services 
for  old  people. 


In  a  later  circular,  the  Minister  points  out  the  great  value  to  old  people  of 
mobile  meal  services  and  social  and  recreation  clubs,  and  the  need  of  services  of 
a  personal  kind  which  can  best  be  provided  by  voluntary  workers,  such  as  re¬ 
gularly  visiting  old  people  in  their  homes,  helping  them  with  their  shopping,  in 
obtaining  magazines  and  books  from  local  libraries,  with  letter  writing,  with  mend¬ 
ing  and  generally  in  solving  minor  domestic  difficulties.  Home  visiting  of  this  kind 
has  been  shown  to  be  of  particular  value,  for  it  can  mitigate  the  sense  of  isolation 
and  loneliness  often  experienced  by  old  people,  and  it  can  also  draw  attention  to 
those  who  need  the  benefit  of  other  voluntary  services,  possibly  the  doctor  or  the 
Public  Health  Service. 


As  a  result  of  this  circular,  the  Oswestry  Rural  District  Council  wrote  to  all 
Parish  Councils  asking  them  to  co-operate  with  the  Women’s  Institutes  and  any 
other  service  in  forming  an  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  and  a  voluntary 
home  visiting  service. 


A  voluntary  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  was  formed  in  Oswestry  in 
September.  Temporary  premises  were  obtained  but  the  Committee  hopes  to  be 
able  to  obtain  or  build  more  suitable  premises  with  more  accommodation.  There 
are  at  present  109  members  of  ages  from  about  70  years  to  96  years.  The  Committee 
is  doing  very  valuable  work  in  dealing  with  the  problem  of  the  welfare  of  old 
pefople,  which  has  been  receiving  increasing  attention  during  recent  years  and 
merits  all  the  support  that  can  be  given  to  it. 


According  to  the  report  on  Statistics  of  Population  issued  in  1939,  there  were 
6,208  people  of  pensionable  age  in  the  whole  district,  or  16  per  cent,  of  the  popu¬ 
lation.  The  large  majority  of  these  are,  of  course,  mentally  and  physically  active 
and  there  are  plenty  of  “  youngsters”  at  80  among  them,  but  there  are  others 
who  have  not  maintained  their  youth  to  the  same  extent,  and  it  is  probable  that 
there  are  quite  a  number  who,  although  able  to  lead  a  fairly  normal  life,  require 
some  assistance,  while  others  are  too  feeble  to  manage  their  own  homes,  but  are 
not  physically  or  mentally  ill,  and  from  the  cases  that  come  to  the  notice  of  the 
Health  Department,  it  is  evident  that  there  is  scope  for  such  work  as  mentioned 
above  and  that  the  old  people  themselves  feel  the  want  of  a  club  where  they  can 
meet  together  and  obtain  company  and  entertainment  is  shown  by  the  member¬ 
ship  of  the  club  in  Oswestry  during  the  short  time  it  has  been  in  existence;  1  in 
12  of  the  population  over  65  years  of  age  having  joined. 


The  following  is  the  percentage  of  the  population  of  persons  of  pensionable 
age  in  the  individual  districts: — 


Urban  Districts. 

Ellesmere  .  16  per  cent. 

Oswestry  .  12  per  cent. 

Wcm  16  per  cent. 

Whitchurch  .  13  per  cent. 


Rural  Districts. 

Ellesmere  .  11  per  cent. 

Oswestry  .  13  per  cent 

Wem  .  13  per  cent. 


The  percentage  for  the  whole  districts  is  16  per  cent.,  while  that  for  England 
and  Wales  is  12  per  cent. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

During  the  coming  year,  on  March  31st,  1950,  the  above  Act  comes  into  force. 

Under  this  Act,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Local  Authority  to  take  such  steps 
as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  as  far  as  practicable  that  their  district  is  kept  free 
from  rats-  and  mice. 

AN  OUTBREAK  OF  COW  POX  AMONG  COWS  AND  MILKERS. 

What  appeared  to  have  been  the  infection  of  cows  with  Variola  Vaccinia  (Cow 
Pox)  by  a  farmer  who  himself  had  been  vaccinated  against  smallpox,  was  investi¬ 
gated.  A  cow  developed  sores  on  the  teats  two  or  three  weeks  after  the  farmer 
had  been  vaccinated  as  a  general  precaution,  the  vaccination  having  run  a  normal 
course. 

Four  cows  developed  teat  sores  within  a  few  days  of  each  other,  and  finally 
nineteen  cows  of  a  herd  of  eighty  were  infected. 

The  cows  were  mostly  milked  by  machine,  but  the  farmer  himself  stripped 
all  cows  and  hand  milked  difficult  ones. 

About  a  week  after  the  first  cow  was  affected,  a  milker,  following  a  wound 
received  during  threshing,  developed  a  swollen  inflamed  patch  on  his  hand,  with 
high  temperature.  Three  other  milkers  developed  a  lesion  on  the  hand,  swelling 
and  vesiculation  with  enlargement  and  tenderness  of  the  glands.. 

The  outbreak  lasted  about  two  weeks. 

CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS. 

in  accordance  with  a  Ministry  of  Health  circular,  close  examination  of  all 
beef  carcases  was  made  by  the  Meat  Inspectors  to  discover  evidence  of  Cysticer- 
cus  Bovis.  No  cases  of  the  infection  were  found. 

This  is  a  parasitic  disease  which  infects  the  carcases  and  organisms  of  cattle 
as  a  result  of  infection  by  the  ova  of  a  tape  worm  passed  by  human  beings. 

Information  was  received  of  four  beasts  found  to  be  suffering  from  the  dis¬ 
ease  slaughtered  outside  this  area,  but  purchased  at  Oswestry  Market  from  farms 
in  the  Oswestry  district.  At  one  farm,  two  ex-German  prisoners  were  working  but 
no  evidence  of  tape  worm  infection  was  found  among  any  of  the  workers  on  the 
farm.  The  heifer  in  question  had  been  on  the  farm  for  about  twelve  months  and 
was  said  to  have  come  from  Eire. 

Two  of  the  beasts  had  been  in  the  possession  of  a  dealer  for  only  three  weeks 
and  had  been  purchased  at  an  auction  in  Gloucester. 

The  fourth  had  been  on  the  farm  for  nine  months,  but  its  origin  could  not 
be  traced;  there  was  no  evidence  of  infection  among  the  workers  on  the  farm. 

Possible  sources  of  infection  are  sewage  polluted  water  supplies  and  the  soil¬ 
ing  of  grazing  land,  either  indirectly  or  by  the  use  of  human  excreta  as  manure. 

THE  TREND  OF  DISEASE. 

The  graphs  showing  the  deaths  from  certain  causes  over  a  period  of  thirty- 
seven  years  show  quite  a  spectacular  reduction  in  mortality  of  some  diseases,  while 
others  show  a  corresponding  rise. 

The  diseases  which  show  a  decline  in  their  killing  power  and  also  in  their 
incidence  are  what  might  be  called  environmental  diseases,  caused  very  largely 
through  airborne  infection.  Against  these  diseases,  has  been  developed  success¬ 
ful  means  of  protection. 

Advance  in  knowledge,  and  before  1939,  an  improvement  in  housing,  habits 
of  living  and  nutrition,  and  the  general  raising  of  the  standard  of  living  explain 
to  a  considerable  extent  this  improvement.  Although  the  development  of  chemo- 
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therapy,  the  use  of  such  drugs  as  M.  and  B.  and  Penicillin,  has  contributed 
dramatically  to  the  lowering  of  the  death  rate  of  a  number  of  diseases,  the  down¬ 
ward  trend  had  made  itself  evident  some  years  before  the  use  of  these  drugs. 

A  cause  for  satisfaction  must  be  that  the  diseases  which  show  a  decrease  are 
those  which  usually  affect  the  younger  members  of  the  community,  while  those 
where  an  increase  is  seen  are  those  of  later  life  and  these  increases  can  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  certainly  to  some  extent  by  the  larger  proportion  of  the  population 
which  now  reaches  old  age;  in  the  past,  many  of  those  who  now  die  from  circul¬ 
atory  diseases  and  cancer  would  have  succumbd  in  infancy,  or  in  early  life  to  one 
of  the  air-borne  infections. 


FOOD  POISONING. 

There  were  outbreaks  of  suspected  food  poisoning  in  Oswestry  Urban  and 
Rural  District;  that  in  the  Borough  was  very  slight. 

Oswestry  Municipal  Borough. 

There  was  a  suspected  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  at  a  school  in  the  Town, 
involving  six  pupils  after  partaking  of  a  mid-day  meal  at  the  school  canteen,  com¬ 
prising  sausage  pie,  peas  and  potatoes  with  stewed  apples  and  custard  as  a  des¬ 
sert.  One  pupil  vomited  on  the  afternoon  following  the  meal  and  three  others 
vomited  the  following  morning,  the  remaining  two  complained  of  being  unwell. 
Immediately  the  information  was  received,  investigations  were  instituted,  but  at 
this  stage  the  children  had  practically  recovered  and  no  specimens  of  food,  vomit 
or  faeces  could  be  obtained. 

Oswestry  Rural  District. 

The  outbreak  in  the  Oswestry  Rural  District  occurred  in  a  Hostel  for  dis¬ 
placed  persons  working  in  the  colliery  and  on  the  land. 

Of  110  inmates,  65  were  affected  with  diarrhoea  and  abdominal  pain,  the  ill¬ 
ness  was  not  severe  and  most  cases  cleared  up  within  24  hours.  The  symptoms 
followed  about  six  hours  after  breakfast. 

No  food  poisoning  organisms  were  isolated  from  samples  of  food  or  from 
specimens  of  faeces  and  it  was  suspected  that  some  irritant  had  been  added  to  the 
food  in  the  kitchen  by  some  disgruntled  person. 

There  was  also  an  isolated  case  in  the  Oswestry  Rural  District,  where  Sal¬ 
monella  Thompson  was  isolated  from  the  stools  of  the  patient  and  a  further  two 
cases  where  the  cause  was  undiscovered. 
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GEN  ERA  L  STATISTICS. 


The  following  are  the  general  statistics  for  the  different  districts  in  the  area 

ELLESMERE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

0 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,206 

Population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  ...  ...  2,040 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book  at  end  of  1949  669 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £11.132 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £43 

OSWESTRY  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,180 

Population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  ...  ...  11,040 

Number  of  .inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book  at  end  of  1949  3,088 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £79,583 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £318 

WEM  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  905 

Population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  ...  ...  2,450 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book  at  end  of  1949  720 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £12,837 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £51 

WHITCHURCH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,996 

Population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  ...  ...  6,902 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book  at  end  of  1949  1,960 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £38,439 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £149 

ELLESMERE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51,117 

Population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  ...  ...  7,068 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book  at  end  of  1949  1,876 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £29,766 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £121 

OSWESTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61,527 

Population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  ...  ...  17,510 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book  at  end  of  1949  4,645 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £72,824 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £292 

WEM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60,417 

Population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  ...  ...  10,970 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book  at  end  of  1949  2,984 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £49,272 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £204 

NORTH  WEST  SHROPSHIRE  COMBINED  DISTRICTS. 

Area  of  whole  district  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  183,348 

Population  of  whole  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57,980 
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ELLESMERE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

FOR  THE 

YEAR 

1949. 

Live  Births. 

Male. 

Female 

Total. 

Legitimate 

14 

12 

2C 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

14 

13 

27 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  (Civilian) 

- 

13.2 

Deaths. 

Male . 

Female , 

Total. 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population 

22 

14 

36 

17.6 

Still  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Illegitimate 

-  .  - 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  ... 

- - 

— 

- - 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  i  year  of  age  who  died  during 

1949  ... 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  i  year  of  age  per  1000  births 

Number  of  Women  Dying  in  consequence  of  Childbirth. 

•  •  • 

Nil 

From  Sepsis 

.  .  ... 

•  .  . 

Nil 

From  other  causes 

,  .  ... 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  births  . 

•  • 

. . . 

— 

Male. 

Female. 

Total . 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

— 

■ — 

— 

,,  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

— 

, ,  ,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

. 

— 

— 
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OSWESTRY  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


Live  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate  ... 

89 

89 

178 

Illegitimate 

5 

3 

8 

94 

92 

186 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  (Civilian) 

16.8 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Deaths. 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population 

72 

66 

138 

12.5 

Still  Births. 

Male. 

Female . 

Total. 

Legitimate  ... 

1 

3 

4 

Illegitimate 

2 

— 

2 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  iooo  population  ... 

3 

3 

6 

0-54 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  i  year  of  age  who  died  during 

1949  ••• 

7 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  i  year  of  age  per  iooo  births 

Number  of  Women  Dying  in  consequence  of  Childbirth. 

.  .  . 

38 

From  Sepsis 

.  .  .  ,  .  . 

•  •  » 

Nil 

From  other  causes 

,  .  .  ... 

.  .  , 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  iooo  births 

... 

— 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

— 

- - 

— 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

— 

,.  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

— 

— 

— . 
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WEM  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


Live  Births. 

Male. 

Female . 

Total. 

Legitimate 

20 

21 

41 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

20 

21 

4i 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  (Civilian) 

16.7 

Deaths. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population 

17 

18 

35 

14.2 

Still  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

1 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  ... 

- - 

1 

0-43 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  i  yeac  of  age  who  died  during  1949  ... 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1000  births 

Number  of  Women  Dying  in  consequence  of  Childbirth. 

•  •  • 

24 

From  Sepsis 

... 

Nil 

From  other  causes 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  births 

... 

— 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

.  - 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

— 

— 

— 
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WHITCHURCH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


Live  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

57 

66 

123 

Illegitimate 

5 

1 

6 

62 

67 

129 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  (Civilian) 

18.6 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Deaths. 

47 

43 

90 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population 

13.0 

Still  Births. 

Male . 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

- — 

- - 

— 

2 

3 

5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  ... 

0.72 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  i  year  of  age  who  died  during 

1949  ... 

8 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  i  year  of  age  per 

1000  births 

62 

Number  of  Women  Dying  in  consequence  of  Childbirth. 

From  Sepsis 

...  ... 

.  •  . 

Nil 

From  other  causes 

...  ... 

.  .  . 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  iooo  births 

... 

... 

— 

Male . 

Female. 

Total. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

— 

,,  , ,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

• — 

— 

— 
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ELLESMERE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


Live  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

1  otal. 

Legitimate  . . . 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

75 

60 

r35 

Illegitimate 

5 

80 

3 

63 

8 

143 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  (Civilian)  ...  20.3 


Deaths. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

34 

27 

61 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population  (Civilian) 

8.6 

Still  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

T  otal . 

Legitimate  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Illegitimate 

- - 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  ... 

— 

1 

0.14 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  1  year  of  age  who  died  during 

1949  ... 

2 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per 

1000  births 

13 

Number  of  Women  Dying  in  consequence  of  Childbirth. 

From  Sepsis 

.  .  .  ... 

*  •  » 

Nil 

From  other  causes 

*  •  •  ,  ,  , 

•  •  • 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  births 

... 

— 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

— 

— 

— 
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OSWESTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE 

YEAR 

1949. 

Live  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate  ... 

160 

145 

305 

Illegitimate 

2 

9 

11 

162 

154 

316 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  (Civilian) 

... 

18 

Deaths. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

hi 

102 

213 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population 

12.2 

Still  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate  ... 

4 

— 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  ... 

... 

0.22 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  i  year  of 

age  who  died  during 

1949  ... 

6 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  i  year  of 

age  per  1000  births 

19 

Number  of  Women  Dying  in  consequence  of  Childbirth. 

From  Sepsis 

•  •  •  •  •  ,  .  . 

•  .  . 

Nil 

From  other  causes 

•  •  .  .  .  ... 

,  ,  , 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000 

births  ... 

— 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

...  — 

— 

- — 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  — 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 

years)  — 

1 

1 

23 


WEM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


Live  Births. 

Male 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate  ... 

124 

106 

230 

Illegitimate 

7 

7 

14 

131 

113 

244 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  (Civilian) 

. . . 

22.2 

Deaths. 

Male. 

F  emale . 

Total. 

59 

75 

i34 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population 

... 

12.2 

Still  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate  ... 

2 

4 

6 

Illegitimate 

— 

_ — 

— 

246 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  ... 

... 

o-53 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  1  year 

who  died  during  1949 

4 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of 

age  per  1000  births 

16 

Number  of  Women  Dying  in  consequence  of  Childbirth. 

From  Sepsis 

•  •  .  ,  ,  ,  ,  ,  ,  .  . 

Nil 

From  other  causes 

•  •  •  •  •  ...  ,  .  , 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000 

births  ... 

- — 

Male.  Female. 

Total. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

—  1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


24 


BIRTHS:  DEATHS:  STILL  BIRTHS:  INFANT  MORTALITY: 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY  FOR  THE  SEVEN  DISTRICTS  COMBINED. 


Maternal 

Mort. 

I 

I 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

Maternal 
Deaths . 

i 

1 

I 

l 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

! 

Iniant 

Mort. 

I 

oo 

CO 

24 

! 

| 

62 

01 

cn 

H 

H 

O 

H 

H 

0 

0 

<N 

cn 

Iniant 

Deaths. 

1 

H 

00 

O 

M 

0 

10 

0- 

12 

00 

0 

> 

Still 

Birth  Rate. 

I 

o* 

in 

o’ 

co 

Tt" 

6 

! 

0.72 

0 

xt- 

6 

Nt- 

H 

6 

0.22 

CO 

in 

o' 

0 

o' 

<n 

co 

o’ 

O'- 

co 

6 

Still 

Births. 

1 

io 

I— ’ 

m 

12 

H 

10 

hH 

H 

23 

! 

Death 

Rate. 

iq 

tS 

H 

S'ZI 

j 

<N 

H 

0 

co 

H 

cn 

tJ- 

H 

1 

8.6 

12.2 

12.2 

q 

H 

H 

12.6 

M 

H 

Total 

Deaths. 

io 

co 

00 

CO 

.H 

35 

O 

Ol 

oi 

0 

61 

co 

H 

<N 

■'sh 

H 

00 

0 

xt" 

707 

1 

Birth 

Rate. 

N 

CO 

H 

00 

id 

H 

1 

16.7 

IO 

OO 

H 

CO 

id 

H 

co 

o' 

0 

O 

06 

H 

22.2 

20.1 

M 

00 

H 

id 

H 

Total 

Births. 

I 

<n 

lO 

00 

H 

H 

o> 

O 

H 

383 

143 

1 

lO 

H 

CO 

244 

CO 

0 

1086 

1 

1 

DISTRICT. 

i 

ELLESMERE 

U.D. 

OSWESTRY 

M.B. 

WEM  U.D. 

w 

0 

Q 

p 

w 

0  • 

HQ 

i—i  • 

KQ 

5 

ALL  URBAN 
DISTRICTS  ... 

ELLESMERE 

R.D. 

OSWESTRY 

R.D. 

WEM  R.D. 

ALL  RURAL 
DISTRICTS  ... 

WHOLE  OF 
NORTH  WEST 
SHROPSHIRE 

ENGLAND  AND 
WALES 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 
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Typhoid  and  Parat.  Fevers 

Whooping  Cough 
Tub.  of  Resp.  System 
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Other  forms  of  Tub’is 
Influenza 


Measles 


Ac.  Poliomyelitis  and 
Polio-enceph. 

Ac.  Inf.  enceph. 


Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  and 
Oesoph.  (M.)  uterus  (F) 


Cancer  of  stomach  and 
duodenum 

Cancer  of  breast 


Cancer  of  all  other  sites 
Diabetes 


Intra  cranial  Vascular  lesions 


Heart  Disease 


Other  diseases  of  the 
Circulatory  syst.  ., 

Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia 


Other  resp.  diseases  ... 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Diarrhoea  under  2  years 


6 

1 


11 


3 


J4 


14 


11 


64 


11 


3i 


1 

1 


Appendicitis 
Other  digve.  diseases 


Nephritis 

Puerperal  and  post-abort. 
Sepsis 

Other  Maternal  dis.  ... 

Premature  birth  ... 


Con.  mal.  birth  injuries 
Infant  dis. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

Syphilitic  Diseases 
Road  Traffic  Acc. 


Suicide 


Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes 
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Ellesmere 

R.D. 

Oswestry 

R.D. 

- < 

Wem 

R.D. 

North  West 

Dist. 
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1  - 
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1  - 
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1 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

~ 

— 

1 

1  i 
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3  I 
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11 

3  I 

6  I 

6  I 

21 

1  i 

1 

2 

7 

7 

16 

18 

68 
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1 

— 
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9 

20 

15  1 

81 

16 

93 

4i 

267 

3 
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6  1 

30 
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22 
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11 
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11 
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17 
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CANCER, 


District. 

Deaths 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Rate  per 
1000 

Population. 

ELLESMERE  U.D.  ... 

4 

2 

6 

2.91 

OSWESTRY  M.B.  ... 

12 

8 

20 

1.82 

WEM  U.D.  ... 

•  ••  5 

2 

7 

2.89 

WHITCHURCH  U.D. 

0 

1 

7 

1 .01 

ALL  URBAN  DISTRICTS  ... 

...  27 

*3 

40 

2.15 

ELLESMERE  R.D.  ... 

8 

4 

12 

1.68 

OSWESTRY  R.D.  ... 

9 

8 

17 

0.96 

WEM  R.D.  ... 

...  19 

10 

29 

2.61 

ALL  RURAL  DISTRICTS  ... 

...  36 

22 

58 

i-75 

WHOLE  OF  NORTH  WEST  SHROPSHIRE 

...  6j 

35 

98 

i-95 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

1.86 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 
AGE  DISTRIBUTION. 


DISTRICT. 

Under 

1  day 

1  & 

M  TJ 

7  days  to 

1  month 

1  g 

h  h 

3—6 

months. 

6 — 9 

months. 

9 — 12 

months. 

Total 

Combined 

Total 

Infant  Mort. 

Rate  per 

1000  Births. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

Ellesmere  U.D. 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

• 

— 

Oswestry  M.B. 

1  1 

4  0 

—  —  —  — 

1  — 

—  — 

—  — 

6  1 

7  J _ 38 _ 

Wem  U.D. 

-  - 

—  — 

1  |  24 

Whitchurch  UD 

2  1 

1  1 

—  1  —  — 

—  — 

—  2 

—  —35 

8 

62 

ALL  URBAN 
DISTRICTS 

3  2 

1 

5  1 

1 

1  1  -  - 

1 

2  —  |  —  2 

1 

—  —  I  n  7 

1 

16  |  42 

Ellesmere  R.D. 

1  1  —  — 

—  — -  11 

2  13 

Oswestry  R.D. 

2  — 

1  1 

—  —  —  — 

—  —  —  2 

—  —33 

6  19 

Wem  R.D. 

—  —  —  3 

—  1 

—  1 

—  4 

4 

16 

ALL  RURAL 
DISTRICTS 

1 

3  1  1  1  4 

1 

1 

—  —  1  —  2 

1 

—  —  1  4  8 

1 

12  |  17 

WHOLE  OF 
NORTH  WEST 
SHROPSHIRE 

6  3 

6  5 

1 

-  . 

2  — 

—  4 

14  14 

28 

|  26 

England  and 
Wales 

1 

- 1 - 

1 

- I - 

1 

-  -  1  -  - 

1 

32 

27 


NEO-MORTALITY. 


Districts. 

Deaths  of  Infants 
under  1  month. 

Rate  per 

1 000  Births. 

ELLESMERE  U.D.  ... 

M. 

F. 

Total 

OSWESTRY  M.B.  ... 

...  6 

2 

8 

43-o 

WEM  U.D.  ... 

_ 

_____ 

WHITCHURCH  U.D. 

•••  3 

3 

6 

46  5 

ALL  URBAN  DISTRICTS  ... 

...  9 

5 

36.5 

ELLESMERE  R.D.  ... 

1 

1 

2 

14.0 

OSWESTRY  R.D.  ... 

3 

1 

4 

12.6 

WEM  R.D.  ... 

...  — 

3 

3 

12.3 

ALL  RURAL  DISTRICTS 

...  4 

5 

9 

14.9 

WHOLE  OF  NORTH  WEST  SHROPSHIRE 

...  13 

10 

23 

23.2 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES  (1947) 

22.7 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

ELLESMERE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Ages. 


Scarlet  Fever. 


M. 


o- 


1 — 

3— 

•  *  * 

— 

5— 

>  .  . 

— 

2 

1 0 — - 

... 

— — 

15— 

... 

— 

_____ 

25— 

•  •  . 

— 

45 — 

•  •  • 

— 

65  and  over — 

T . 

Not  known 

... . 

— 

— 

Totals 


Tt  ™  a,  y^ery  satisfactory  year  as  far  as  infectious  disease  was  concerned,  the  only 
cases  notified  being  two  Scarlet  Fever.  y 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

WEM  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Age. 


Scarlet  Whooping 

Fever.  Cough. 
M.  F.  M.  F. 


Ophthalmia 

Measles.  Pneumonia.  Erysipelas.  Neonatorum. 
M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


15—  ...  — 

25 —  ...  — 

45—  ...  — 

65  and  over  — 

Not  known  — 


1 


1  —  —  1 


3  1 


1  — 


Totals  ...  3  22  —  iS 


There  were  four  more  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  than  last  year,  and  Measles  shows  a 
considerable  increase.  Since  the  notification  of  Measles  in  1939  the  outbreaks  have  been 
at  five-yearly  periods  and  one  was  due  last  year,  and  as  the  usual  periodic  occurrence 
of  Measles  is  three  years  this  longer  period  for  Worn  may  be  reason  for  some  satisfaction. 


WHITCHURCH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Age. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 


Whooping 
Cough . 


Measles.  Dysentery.  Peurpera! 

Pyrexia. 


M 


F.  M. 


o — 

1 — 

3 — 

5 — • 

10 — 

15— 

25— 

45 — 

65  and  over- 
Not  known 
Totals 


F.  M. 

—  1 

1  1 


F.  M. 


F. 


T 

I 


I  I 


I  2 


The  Town  was  very  free  from  infectious  disease  during  the  vear  but  after  last 

year  s  outbreak  of  Measles  few  cases  of  that  disease  was  to  be  expected.' 

ELLESMERE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Age. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 


Whooping 

Cough. 


Measles. 


Puerperal 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

F. 

0 — 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

. _ 

I — 

%  .  .  •  - 

— 

- - 

_____ 

2 

3— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

5 — 

10 — 

3 

— 

2 

3 

2 

— 

_ 

. *  *  .  - 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

15— 

.  ,  ,  - 

— 

— 

. 

25— 

•  •  .  - 

— 

■ - 

_ _ 

1 

45— 

.  .  .  - 

— 

_ 

_ _ 

65  and  over 

_ 

_ 

_ _ 

Not  known 
Totals 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Non-civilians 


-1  Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

1  Measles. 

•  wJhe  S!f.  cases  Scarlet  Fever  as  against  one  last  year  as  the  onlv  increase  of 
infectious  disease  and  it  can  be  said  that  it  was  a  satisfactory  year.  ' 
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and  the  majority  of  the  patients  recovered  within  twenty-four  hours. 

In  one  other  case  Salmonella  Thompson  were  isolated  in  the  stool.  No  other  member  of  the  household  was  affected  and  no  infected  food 
discovered. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  TABLE  FOR  THE  COMBINED  DISTRICTS. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

ELLESMERE  URBAN  DISTRICT 

NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1949. 


Respiratory.  ’ 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Total. 

Civilian  Cases 

Service  Cases 

Transfers 

TOTALS 

Cured 

Left  district 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  .  .J 

M.  F. 

1  — 

I  - 

M  F. 

M.  F 

1  — 

1  — 

2  — 

2  — 

—  — 

- -  - j 

—  — 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of  1949. 


Non- 


Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Total. 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

5  76  6  1.1  1 3 

OSWESTRY  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH. 

NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1949. 


Civilian  Cases 
Service  Cases 
Transfers 

TOTALS  ... 

•  ••  »  1 

Cured 

Left  district 
Deaths 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Total. 

M.  F. 

M  F. 

M.  F. 

•  3  2 

3  — 

6  2 

1  1 

I  T 

•  4  3 

3 

7  3 

1  2  ■ 

1  — 

—  1 

2  2 

1949. 


Non-  Total. 

Respiratory.  Respiratory. 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

47  27  26  23  73  50 

WEM  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1949. 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Total. 

Civilian  Cases 

'  •  •  •  • • • 

Service  Cases 

Transfers 

TOTALS  . 

Cured 

Left  district 

Deaths 

M.  F. 

3  1 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

3  1 

3  1 

—  . _ 

3  1 

1  f 

—  — 

1  1 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of  1949. 


Respiratory . 

Non-  Total. 

Respiratory. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F.  M. 

6 

2 

9  6  is 

34 


F. 

3 


WHITCHURCH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1949. 


!  Non- 

Respiratory.  !  Respiratory. 

Total. 

Civilian  Cases 
Service  Cases 
Restored  to  Register 
Transfers 

TOTALS 

Cured 

Left  district 
Deaths 


M, 

i 


o 

6 


M. 

2 


F. 


M. 

3 


F. 


Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of  1949. 

Respiratory. 


M. 

16 


F. 

9 


Non- 

Respiratory. 
M.  F. 

14  TO 


ELLESMERE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1949, 


Civilian  Cases 
Service  Cases 
Transfers 

TOTALS 

Cured 

Left  district 
Deaths 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

4  — 

1  1 

1  1 

—  — 

5  1 

1  1 

3  1 

-  — • 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of  1949. 


Respiratory. 
M.  F. 


20  14 

OSWESTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1949, 


Non- 

Respiratory. 
M.  F. 

20  13 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Civilian  Cases 

Service  Cases 

Transfers 

TOTALS 

Cured 

Left  district 

Deaths 

M.  F. 

3  1 

—  1 

M.  F 

—  4 

3  2 

— -  4 

1  — 

4  4 

—  1 

— ~  1 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of  1949. 

Respiratory.  Non- 

Respiratory. 
M.  F.  M.  F. 

42  31  3 2  37 

5 

1 

8  2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

T 

Total. 

JVI. 

F. 

30 

19 

Total. 

M 

F. 

5 

1 

T 

i 

6 

2 

3 

1 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

40 

27 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

3 

5 

1 

3 

6 

1 

1 

4 

3 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

7-1 

68 

35 


WEM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1949. 


Respiratoiy. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Total. 

Civilian  Cases 

Service  Cases 

Transfers 

•  • •  ...  .  •  . 

TOTALS  ... 

Cured 

Left  district 

Deaths 

M.  F. 

3 

1  1 

M.  F. 

2  — 

M.  F. 

2  3 

T  I 

1  4 

2  — 

3  4 

1  — 

2  1 

1  3 

1  1 

2  1 

2  1 

1  1 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of  1949. 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

22 

24 

23 

24 

45 

48 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

TABLE  SHOWING  NOTIFICATIONS  FOR  THE  COMBINED  DISTRICTS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


Respir¬ 

atory. 

Total. 

Non- 

Respir- 

atory. 

M.  F 

3  — 

2  - — 

Total. 

Total  of  all 
Notifica¬ 
tions. 

ELLESMERE  U.D.  ... 
OSWESTRY  M.B. 

WEM  U.D. 

WHITCHURCH  U.D.  ... 

M. 

1 

3 

3 

1 

F. 

2 

1 

1 

5 

4 

1 

3 

2 

1 

8 

4 

3 

ALL  URBAN 
DISTRICTS 

8 

3 

IT 

5 

5 

16 

ELLESMERE  R.D.  ... 
OSWESTRY  R.D. 

WEM  R.D. 

4 

3 

1 

3 

4 

4 

3 

1  1 

—  4 

2  — 

0 

4 

2 

6 

8 

5 

ALL  RURAL 

DISTRICTS 

7 

4 

11 

3  5 

8 

19 

WHOLE  OF  NORTH 

WEST  SHROPSHIRE 

15 

7 

22 

8  5 

13 

35 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  is  a  marked  reduction  in  the  cases  of  tuberculosis  for  the  whole  district 
lor  both  respiratory  and  non-respiratory  forms,  a  total  of  22  against  31  last  year 
for  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  13  against  19  for  non-respiratory.  In  the  case  of 
the  respiratory  form  of  the  disease  the  reduction  is  entirely  in  the  rural  districts, 
there  is  in  fact  an  increase  of  2  over  last  year  in  the  urban  districts,  but  in  the 

case  of  the  non-respiratory  form,  both  show  some  decrease  but  this  was  greater 
in  the  rural  districts. 

Looking  at  the  figures  over  the  twenty  years  from  1925  to  1944,  there  was  a 
tendency  to  decrease  in  the  incidence  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  a  small  in¬ 
crease  in  cases  of  non-respiratory,  so  that  in  the  five-year  period  1925  to  1929, 
respiratory  tuberculosis  was  in  excess  of  the  non-respiratory  form  by  165  per 
cent,  while  in  the  five-year  period  1940  to  1944  non-respiratory  exceeded  the  re- 
spiiatory  by  5  per  cent.  Even  in  the  war  years,  respiratory  tuberculosis  decreased 
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but  in  the  last  five  years  the  previous  tendency  has  shown  a  marked  reversal,  re¬ 
spiratory  tuberculosis  has  shown  a  considerable  increase  while  non-respiratory 
was  lower  than  in  any  previous  period. 

There  are  two  outstanding  conditions  affecting  health  which  have  deteriorated 
since  before  the  war,  housing  conditions  and  diet,  both  are  factors  which  are  impor¬ 
tant  for  the  maintenance  of  health  and  are  very  closely  associated  with  tuberculosis 
The  aggravation  of  insanitary  housing  conditions  as  the  result  of  the  failure  to 
build  houses  from  1939  to  1946  and  the  slowness  of  progress  since,  resulting  in 
the  increase  and  prolongation  of  overcrowding  and  the  continuance  of  unfit 
houses  which  should  have  been  demolished,  would  be  expected  to  have  an  adverse 
effect  on  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis. 

Two  of  the  most  serious  shortages  in  the  diet,  especially  for  children  and 
young  people,  is  that  of  meat  and  fats,  according  to  a  Ministry  of  Food  report, 
published  in  1946,  and  they  have  altered  very  little  since.  The  average  consump¬ 
tion  of  meat  in  the  United  Kingdom  is  now  estimated  at  about  lOQlbs.  per  head 
per  year,  as  against  1321bs.  before  the  war,  and  of  edible  fats  civilian  consumption 
is  now  at  the  rate  of  351bs.  per  head,  only  75  per  cent,  of  the  1934-38  average. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  an  important  factor  in  the  prevention  of  non- 
respiratory  tuberculosis  which  in  recent  years  has  been  applied  to  more  and 
more  of  the  milk  supplies,  an  increase  in  the  consumption  of  Pasteurised  and 
Heat  Treated  milk  and  a  great  proportion  of  the  remainder  coming  from  Tuber¬ 
culin  Tested  or  Attested  herds,  which  must  to  a  considerable  degree  account  for 
reduction  of  the  decease. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Since  the  passing  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  the  County  Council 
now  makes  arrangements  for  the  immunisation  of  all  children,  and  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  supplied  the  following  figures  of  children  residing 
in  the  district  who  received  injections. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


District. 

Percentage  of  Children  who  had  been 

immunised  against  Diphtheria  on  the 
41st  December,  1949. 

Number  of  Children 
who  were  re¬ 
inoculated  during 
the  year  1945. 

Under  5  years  of 
of  age. 

Aged  5  to  15 
years. 

Ellesmere  Urban 

63.7 

72.2 

46 

Ellesmere  Rural 

48. 1 

82.5 

183 

Oswestry  Borough  ... 

5i-5 

9  5-9 

359 

Oswestry  Rural 

52.2 

94.8 

5i3 

Wem  Urban 

54-9 

96.4 

38 

Wem  Rural 

38.8 

62.8 

139 

Whitchurch 

.  37-2 

52.8 

50 

/ 
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COMBINED  INJECTIONS  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA  AND  WHOOPING 

COUGH. 


District. 

Ellesmere  Urban  ... 
Oswestry  Borough 

Wem  Urban  . 

Whitchurch  Urban 
Ellesmere  Rural  .... 
Oswestry  Rural  .... 
Wem  Rural  . 


No.  of  children  who  received 
combined  injections. 

.  3 

.  25 


10 

10 

20 

16 


Total  84 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Facilities  for  Treatment. 

OSWESTRY. 

These  are  administered  by  the  County  Council  and  are  available  at  the 
various  centres  given  below;  the  Medical  Officer  attending  on  the  dates  and  at 
the  hours  given. 

t  he  Dispensary,  Lower  Brook  Street,  Oswestry. 

THURSDAYS:  Men,  1  p.m.  to  2  p.m.  Women,  2  p.m.  to  3  p.m. 

SHREWSBURY. 

1,  Belmont,  Shrewsbury. 

1HURSDAYS  and  FRIDAYS:  Men,  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 

MONDAYS  and  WEDNESDAYS:  Women,  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

HOSPITALS  IN  THE  DISTRICT 

OSWESTRY  AND  DISTRICT  HOSPITAL. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL,  MORDA,  OSWESTRY. 

ELLESMERE  COTTAGE  HOSPITAL. 

WHITCHURCH  COTTAGE  HOSPITAL. 

Infectious  Disease  cases  in  Ellesmere,  Wem  and  Whitchurch  Districts  are 
sent  to  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  Monkmoor,  Shrewsbury.  Other  hospitals 
which  provide  accommodation  for  the  District  are:— 

THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  HOSPITAL,  CROSS  HOUSES,  SHREWSBURY 
!  HE  ROYAL  SALOP  INFIRMARY,  SFJREWSBURY. 

EYE,  EAR  AND  THROAT  HOSPITAL,  SHREWSBURY. 

IHE  ROBERT  JONES  AND  AGNES  HUNT  ORTHOPAEDIC  HOSPITAT 
PARK  HALL,  OSWESTRY. 

n  A.i!  *hef  hospitals  are  administered  by  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital 
1  .oard  which  was  constituted  in  accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICES 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  it  became  the  duty  of  the  County 
ouncil,  the  Local  Health  Authority  under  the  Act,  to  make  provisions  for 
securing  tnat  ambulances  and  other  means  of  transport  are  available  for  the 
conveyance  of  persons  suffering  from  illness  or  mental  defectiveness  and 
expectant  mothers  or  nursing  mothers,  from  places  in  their  area  to  places  in  or 
outside  tneir  area,  and  particulars  of  these  were  given  in  last  year’s  report 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


The  particulars  appearing  in  the  table  on  page  32  of  the  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1948  are  also  applicable  to  the  year  1949,  with  the  exception  that  the 
columns  relating  to  Sitting-Case  Cars  should  contain  the  following  information 
in  substitution  for  the  particulars  relating  to  the  year  1948: — 


Ambulance  Depot. 


Oswestry 


Whitchurch 


No. 

3 


Sitting-Case  Cars. 

Remarks. 

A  sitting-case  car  service,  which  is 
based  on  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  is 
administered  by  the  County  Council. 
Thie  service  is  supplemented  by  cars 
provided  by  the  Women’s  Voluntary 
Services. 


No  sitting-case  cars  have  been  speci¬ 
fically  allocated  to  the  Whitchurch 
Ambulance  Depot.  Sitting-case  cars 
for  use  in  this  area  are  provided,  as 
required,  by  the  Central  Ambulance 
Depot  at  Shrewsbury,  the  latter  service 
being  supplemented  by  the  cars  of  the 
Women’s  Voluntary  Seervices. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

These  are  available  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Royal  Salop  Infirmary, 
Shrewsbury,  Telephone  Shrewsbury  4389.  The  Bacteriologist  is  Dr.  A.  C. 
Jones,  and  the  Pathologist,  Dr.  G.  Grant, 

This  service,  originally  instituted  as  an  emergency  basis,  is  now  a  permanent 
unit  at  the  Royal  Salop  Infirmary  undertaking  work  for  Local  Authorities  free  of 
charge  in  so  far  as  it  is  relevant  to  diagnosis.  This  service  is  invaluable, 
particularly  in  the  expeditious  dealing  with  the  bacteriological  examination  of 
food  samples. 
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ELLESMERE  URBAN  DISTRICT 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Water  Supply. 

The  district  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Vyrnwy  Aqueduct  of  the 
Liverpool  Corporation,  being  purchased  in  bulk  from  the  said  corporation,  and 
seveial  extensions  irom  the  Urban  mains  into  the  adjoining  Ellesmere  Rural 
area  are  in  use. 

The  supply,  both  in  quality,  quantity  and  pressure  remains  consistently  good. 
During  the  year  under  review,  there  have  been  no  extensions  of  the  mains. 

Number  of  houses  supplied  direct  from  mains  .  652  approx. 

Number  of  houses  supplied  by  standpipes  .  9 

Number  of  houses  put  on  mains  during  year  .  19 

Number  of  houses  (Council  houses)  .  16 

Number  of  houses  (Private  houses)  .  3 

Approximate  population  supplied  from  mains  .  1,485 

Approximate  population  supplied  from  standpipes  .  30 

Consumption:  Urban  domestic  and  non-meter  users  .  24,568,000  gallons. 

Urban  (meter  trade  supplies)  .  12,1 79,000 

Supplied  to  Ellesmere  R.D.C .  22,854,000 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  greater  part  of  the  district  is  sewered  on  the  partially  separate  system, 
with  a  receiving  and  pumping  station,  also  a  disposal  works  in  the  Wharf 
Meadow.  This  part  of  the  sewerage  is  comparatively  new  and  modern,  being 
completed  and  put  into  service  in  1932. 

Part  of  the  district  is  sewered  on  the  combined  system,  with  a  disposal  works 
adjacent  to  the  TNewnes  Brook.  The  part  of  the  system  is  entirely  a  gravity 
system,  but  in  view  of  its  near  proximity  to  the  new  Council  houses,  as  the  site 
develops  it  will  become  necessary  to  consider  the  removal  of  this  works  to 
another  site  and  to  modernise  it  during  reconstruction. 

Sewage  from  the  Mereside  is  received  at  the  pumping  station  at  the  Mereside 
and  pumped  into  the  main  town  system  at  a  manhole  in  Church  Street.  This 
manhole  also  receives  the  Oteley  Camp's  sewage,  which  is  pumped  from  the 
Oteley  Camp  sewage  receiving  station. 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  the  sewers  during  1949: _ 

On  the  Old  sewer  system  (Newnes  Brook)  .  17 

On  the  New  sewer  system  (Wharf  Meadow)  .  2 

Conversions  during  year  .  q 

Number  of  houses  in  district  on  sewers  . 649 

Number  of  houses  on  private  systems  .  4 

Number  of  houses  outside  range  of  sewers  in  addition  to  foregoing  .  16 

Housing. 

The  housing  programme  of  the  Council  has  been  maintained  during  the  year. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  the  houses  owned  by  the  Council  is  122,  all  of  which 
are  let,  a  further  11  Council  houses  being  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the 

year,  and  a  further  20  approved  for  erection  on  the  Council  site  to  complete 
which  a  further  32  is  provided  for. 


Number  of  houses  inspected  .  85 

Number  of  houses  inspected  for  dirty  conditions .  l 

Number  of  houses  requiring  minor  repairs  .  85 

Number  of  Houses  repaired  . . .  ©2 
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New  houses  completed  during  year 

Council  owned  . 

Privately  owned  .  2 

Number  of  Council  houses  overcrowded  .  1 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  in  Council  houses 

remedied  .  1 

Number  of  private  houses  overcrowded  . .  6 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  in  private  houses 

remedied  .  2 

The  Council  housing  contracts  are  still  proceeding  at  the  end  of  the  year  on  a 
27  house  contract. 

One  owner  was  prosecuted  for  failure  to  comply  with  a  nuisance  abatement 
notice.  A  conviction  was  obtained,  the  Court  making  an  Order  to  Abate  on  the 


owner. 

Total  number  of  nuisance  visits  .  95 

Public  Lavatory  nuisance  visits  .  5 

Refuse  accumulations  .  1 

Refuse  accumulations  cleared  .  1 


Public  Lavatories. 

On  five  occasions  combined  damage  and  theft  has  taken  place.  On  all  occa¬ 
sions  the  facts  so  far  as  were  known  were  at  once  reported  to  the  police.  On 
other  occasions  the  damage  done  concerns  interference  with  the  flushing  arrange¬ 
ments,  smashing  of  windows,  and  damage  to  brickwork. 

Accommodation.  Conveniences:  Males  2;  3  urinals 

Females  2;  1  washplace 

< 

FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES  AND  FOOD  INSPECTIONS. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

All  meat  supplies  are  obtained  by  road  from  the  Oswestry  Stores  of  the 


Ministry  of  Food. 

The  vans  in  which  the  meat  is  transported  are  covered  in,  dustproof,  and 
metal  lined,  and  have  always  been  found  to  be  clean. 

The  total  amount  of  beef  condemned  for 

decomposition  was  .  141f  lbs. 

The  total  tinned  foods  condemned  was  .  108  tins 

16  jars 

Almond  substitute . lbs. 

Flour — returned  to  refinery  owing  to  weevil  infestation  2f  tons 

Bakehouses. 

Number  of  bakehouses  in  district  .  8 

One  bakehouse  is  not  in  use  at  present  owing  to  the  occu¬ 
pant  changing  over  to  other  premises. 

Number  of  inspections  .  21 


During  the  year  one  bakehouse  was  badly  damaged  and  temporarily  put  out 
of  use,  due  to  fire.  The  damage  has  now  been  made  good.  Ail  premises  in  use 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory  on  examination,  and  “  Wash  Your  Hands  ”  advisory 
plates  were  found  to  have  been  put  into  use. 

Fried  Fish  Shops. 

No  change  from  last  year. 

Number  in  district  .  2 

Both  shops  have  been  found  to  be  kept  in  a  cleanly  condition. 
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Cafes,  Restaurants  (other  than  Hotels)  .  6 

Hotels  . ^ 

Guest  Houses .  2 

Number  of  visits  .  50 

O.i  all  occasions  conditions  found  were  cleanly  and  satisfactory. 

Hot  and  cold  water  is  available  in  all  cases. 

During  the  year  sanitary  accommodation  in  six  of  the  hotels  has  been  con¬ 
siderably  improved,  both  in  regard  to  separate  accommodation  for  the  sexes  on 

the  premises,  improved  types  of  accommodation  and  improved  cleansing  facili- 
ties. 


Ice-Cream. 


Ice-cream  makers,  wholesale  . 

Ice-cream  makers,  retail  . 

Ice-cream  retailers  only  . 

Number  of  samples  taken  during  year  (ice-cream) 
Number  of  samples  taken  during  year  (powder)  . 


0 

3 

4 
32 

1 


Reports  on  Samples  of  Ice-Cream. 


Methylene  Blue  Test. 
Grade. 

B.coli. 

I. 

2. 

3- 

4 

Present. 

Absent, 

5 

6 

5 

16 

16 

11 

,  Efforts  are  being  made  to  secure  that  all  ice  cream  should  be  sold  wrapped, 
ana  where  premises  are  below  reasonable  constructional  hygienic  standards,  sup¬ 
plies  should  be  obtained  from  well  established  hygienic  manufacturers  where  the 
products  are  entirely  machine  made  and  not  handled  by  persons  at  all.  The  chief 
source  of  danger  from  the  hygenic  standpoint  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  street  vendor, 
the  vemcles  are  not  dust  proof,  and  washing  facilities  in  most  cases  merely  con- 

only0i  a  bUCket  ICe  C1Cam  S°ld  Under  such  conditions  should  be  sold  in  wrappers 
-’Vl ilk,  f«  September  30th,  1949. 

Number  of  T.T.  producers  .  2 

Number  of  T.T.  retailers  .  2 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  S.C.C .  3 

Number  of  samples  complied  .  3 

Number  of  accredited  producers  .  2 

Number  of  accredited  retailers  .  2 

Number  of  accredited  samples  taken  by  S.C.C.  .  3 

Number  of  accredited  samples  complied  .  3 

Number  of  licences  to  pasteurise  milk  .  2 

Number  of  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  .  0 

Number  of  licences  to  retail  pasteurised  milk  .  0 

Number  of  undesignated  producers  .  5 

Number  of  undesignated  producers  inspected  . . .  5 

As  from  October  1st,  1949. 

Number  of  distributors  (as  defined  in  the  Regulations)  ...  3 

Number  of  retailers  of  T.T.  milk  .  2 
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Number  of  retailers  of  pasteurised  milk  .  0 

Conditions  found  to  exist  on  inspection  at  the  farms  were  unchanged  as  from 
last  year  to  the  time  when  the  new  Regulations  came  into  force  on  October  1st, 
1949. 

Disinfections. 

Number  during  year .  5 

All  following  the  occurrence  of  infectious  diseases. 

Refuse  Removal. 

Under  this  heading  there  is  no  change  as  from  last  year,  the  district  scaveng¬ 
ing  being  done  by  contract,  and  done  efficiently. 

Treatment  for  rat  destruction  is  as  last  year,  also  the  control  of  flies  by 

D.D.T.  spraying. 

Smoke. 

All  power  boilers  are  mechanically  stoked,  and  are  generally  satisfactory. 

Two  upright  boilers  are  in  use  in  the  district,  mainly  for  heating  purposes, 
and  sterilizing.  One  has  given  cause  for  complaint  on  a  few  occasions,  and  steps 
to  remedy  the  irregular  firing  arrangements  have  been  taken  by  the  owners  on 

the  matter  being  brought  to  their  notice. 

Number  of  smoke  observations  .  12 

Number  of  smoke  complaints  .  3 

Number  of  smoke  complaints  remedied  .  3 

Vermin  Control.  Bugs. 

Number  of  infestations  (slight) . 

Number  of  infestations  cleared .  1 

Spraying  in  the  above  case  was  carried  out  by  your  Council  staff,  the  tenant 
having  recently  moved  in,  and  reported  the  vermin  as  soon  as  they  were  seen. 
Other  factors  bearing  on  the  above  occurrence  were  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

No  definite  plans  have  been  made  in  respect  of  this  Act,  but  requests  have 
been  made  for  the  Salop  Agriculture  Committee  to  continue  for  the  present  as 
formerly. 

In  all  other  respects  the  report  is  as  last  year’s  report. 

Mortuary. 

The  mortuary  has  been  used  twice  during  the  year. 

Baths. 

With  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  houses  still  without  a  bath,  the  provision 
of  one  or  two  baths  would  be  a  great  acquisition  to  the  amenities  of  the  Town. 

Swimming  Pool. 

At  present  the  Council  has  no  control  over  bathing  in  the  Mere.  Some 
unsatisfactory  samples  were  obtained  from  one  part  of  the  Mere  during  the  year 
and  it  is  probable  that  in  its  present  state  uncontrolled  bathing  is  inadvisable. 

There  are  no  Public  Baths  nearer  than  Oswestry  and  with  the  increased 
school  accommodation  being  provided  in  the  Town  a  swimming  pool  would  be  a 
great  asset,  and  the  Council  might  consider  the  question  of  whether  it  would  be 
possible  to  construct  a  swimming  pool  by  obtaining  the  use  of  a  portion  of  the 
Mere. 

Section  221  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  gives  a  local  authority  power  to 
provide  baths,  bathing  places  and  wash-houses. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ELLESMERE, 

I  ) escribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 

-INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 


Premises. 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register. 

Inspections. 

Written 

notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

9 

30 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

— 

‘((excluding  out-workers’  premises) 

— 

— 

- — 

TOTAL  ... 

— . .  —  ■  ■'  

9 

30 

-- 

-CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions 
they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  "cases.") 


Particulars. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

Found 

Remedied 

\ 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

. 

— 

Unreasonable  temper- 

* - 

ature  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

- — 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

— — 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defect- 

_ _ 

1 

ive 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 

1 

Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 

work) 

■ — 

TOTAL  ... 

- 

— 

—  — 

— 
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OSWESTRY  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Water  Engineer  for  the  following  notes  on  water  supply, 
etc. 

Rainfall  at  Mount  Road  Reservoirs  for  the  year  ending  31.12.49  32.42  ins. 

Consumption  for  the  year  .  150,805,000  galls. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 

2.  Number  of  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 

(a)  direct  to  houses  (1)  .  3,051 

(2)  .  10,900 

(b)  by  means  of  stand  pipes  (1)  . 41 

(2)  .  148 

Nature  of  supplies  to  remaining  houses: — Wells. 

There  are  isolated  dwellings  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  some  considerable 
distance  from  the  mains,  without  a  piped  water  supply. 

The  water  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity  and  the  supply 
is  now  corrected  for  plumbo  solvency. 

The  Corporation  gathering  rounds  and  impounding  reservoir  at  Penygwely, 
together  with  the  storage  reservoirs  at  Mount  Road,  provide  a  sufficient  supply 
for  the  normal  requirements  of  the  town  during  seasons  of  average  rainfall.  This 
supply  can  at  any  time  be  augmented  by  drawing  250,000  gallons  per  day  from 
the  Liverpool  Corporation  Lake  Vyrnwy  Aqueduct,  this  latter  supply  being 
obtained  under  powers  granted  by  an  Act  of  Parliament.  The  treatment  given 
consists  of  an  average  period  of  seven  days  storage  followed  by  rapid  filtration, 
with  the  prior  addition  of  lime  and  coagulant,  lime  and  Calgon  after  filtration,  and 
chlorination  by  the  Chloramine  system. 

The  water  supply  to  all  parts  of  the  town  is  constant  and  more  than  99% 
of  all  dwelling  houses  have  direct  supplies  or  stand  pipes  within  easy  reach. 

Reports  of  Analyses. 

Ref.:  D/WR/30.  (Untreated). 

Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million. 

Appearance:  Faint  opalescence  with  a  flocculent  deposit  of  mineral  and 
organic  debris.  A  number  of  diatoms  and  protozoa  present. 

Turbidity  (silica  scale)  10. 

Colour  (Hazen):  Yellow  brown:  30.  Odour:  Nil. 

Reaction  pH:  6.9.  Free  of  carbon  dioxide:  Trace. 

Electric  conductivity  at  20  degs.  C.:  70. 

Total  solids,  dried  at  180  degs.  C.:  50. 

Chlorine  in  chlorides:  9. 

Hardness:  Total  20.  Carbonate  (Temporary)  12. 

Non-carbonate  (Permanent)  8. 

Nitrogen  in  nitrates:  0.0.  Alkalinity  as  calcium  carbonate:  12. 

Free  ammonia:  0.012.  Nitrogen  in  nitrites:  Absent. 

Albuminoid  ammonia:  0.092. 

Metals:  Iron  0.07.  Other  metals  absent. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27  degs.  C.:  3.4.  Residual  chlorine:  Nil. 
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Bacteriological  Results. 

Number  of  colonies  developing  on 

•*ai  Per  c,c>  or  1  da^  at  2  days  at  3  days  at 

37  degs.  C.  37  degs.  C.  20  degs.  C. 

n  0  0  80 
Presumptive  coliform  reaction  Present  in  —  Absent  from  100  ml. 

Bact.  coli.  Present  in  — -  Absent  from  100  ml. 

Cl.  welchii  leaction  Present  in  100  ml.  Absent  from  10  ml. 

This  sample  has  slight  opalescence  and  deposit,  the  turbidity  being  appreci¬ 
able  but  not  pronounced.  The  water  is  practically  neutral  in  reaction  but  it  is 
soft  in  character  and  is  deficient  in  alkalinity;  a  corrosive  tendency  towards  metals 
would  tnererore  be  anticipated.  It  has  a  comparatively  low  content  of  mineral 
constituents  in  solution  and  since  it  shows  distinct  colour  the  water  is  therefore 
°f  fQAei*or  0i'ganic  quality.  It  is,  however,  of  a  high  standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  consistent  with  a  water  suitable  for  treatment  for  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  a  public  supply. 


Ref.:  D/WR/31. 

Chemical  Results  hi  Parte  per  Million. 

Appearance:  Clear  and  bright.  Turbidity  (silica  scale)  Nil. 

Colour  (Hazen):  Less  than  10.  Odour:  Nil. 

Reaction  pH:  7.4.  Free  carbon-dioxide:  trace. 

Electric  conductivity  at  20  degs.  €.:  90. 

Total  solids,  dried  at  180  degs.  C.:  60. 

Chlorine  in  chlorides:  8.  Alkalinity  as  calcium  carbonate:  11. 

Hardness:  Total  25,  carbonate  (Temporary)  11. 

Non-carbonate  (Permanent)  14. 

Nitrogen  in  nitrates:  0.0.  Nitrogen  in  nitrites:  Absent. 

Free  ammonia:  0.006.  Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27  degs.  C:  0.30. 
Albuminoid  ammonia:  0.016.  Residual  chlorine:  Absent. 

Metals:  Iron — 0.04.  Other  metals  absent. 

Bacteriological  Results. 

Number  of  colonies  developing  on 

Agar  per  c.c.  or  ml.  in  1  day  at  2  days  at  3  days  at 

37  degs.  C.  37  degs.  C.  20  degs.  C. 
0  0  1 

Presumptive  coliform  reaction  Present  in  —  Absent  from  100  ml. 

Bact.  coli.  Present  in  —  Absent  from  100  ml. 

Cl.  welchii  reaction  Present  in  —  Absent  from  100  ml. 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in  reaction  and  free 
from  metals,  apait  from  a  negligible  trace  of  iron.  It  is  very  soft  in  character  and 
has  a  comparatively  low  content  of  mineral  constituents  in  solution.  It  is  free 
from  noticeable  colour,  of  very  satisfactory  organic  quality  and  of  the  highest 
standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

The  water  is  considered  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  drinking 
and  domestic  purposes. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  public  sewers  .  2,986 

Number  of  houses  having  their  own  private  sewage  disposal  works  31 

Number  of  satisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  works  .  21 

Number  of  unsatisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  works  .  10 

Number  of  privies  or  earth  closets  converted  to  water  closets  .  2 
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Conversion  of  Earth  Closets  to  Water  Carriage  System. 

As  will  be  seen  in  the  above  table,  two  earth  closets  were  converted  to  water 
closets  during  the  year.  This  means  that  all  the  eight  earth  closets  or  privies  which 
were  within  reasonable  distance  of  the  sewer  have  now  been  connected  to  the 
sewer. 

Eastern  Outfall  Sewer. 

The  laying  of  a  new  sewer  from  the  sewage  disposal  works  to  Middleton 
Road  has  been  appoved  by  the  Council  but  the  commencement  of  the  work  has 
been  suspended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  account  of  the  retardation  of  the 
national  housing  programme. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Number  of  wards  in  the  town  .  6 

Number  of  wards  where  refuse  is  collected  . = .  6 

Method  of  collection:  By  direct  labour. 

Method  of  disposal:  Controlled  tipping. 


Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping,  but  this  method,  instead  of 

carrying  out  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  the  system,  namely,  the  reclamation 

of  derelict  land,  is  spoiling  good  agricultural  land. 

PUBLIC  BATHS. 

Swimming  baths. 

Number  of  attendances  .  41,187 

Samples  of  water  taken  during  the  season  were  satisfactory  but  to  assure  a 
consistently  good  water  a  filtration  plant  to  supplement  the  chlorination  is 
advisable. 

Private  baths. 

Number  of  attendances  .  1,644 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 
HOUSING. 


The  total  number  of  dwelling  houses  owned  by  the  Oswestry  Corporation  is 
now  472;  this  includes  50  temporary  prefabricated  (aluminium)  houses  situated 
in  York  Fields.  During  the  year  each  of  the  fifty  prefabricated  houses  was  pro¬ 
vided  with  Prestcold  Refrigerators.  This  hygienic  step  forward  should  prove 
of  great  benefit  to  the  housewife  as  an  economy  in  the  saving  of  food  and  in  the 
prevention  of  the  infection  of  food. 

The  question  of  the  equalisation  of  rents  affecting  all  Council  houses  was 
discussed  in  the  early  part  of  1949  but  owing  to  lack  of  information,  especially 
with  regard  to  the  102  houses  recently  completed  on  the  Carreg  Llwyd  Estate, 
definite  action  has  been  deferred. 

An  exchange  and  transfer  system  has  been  adopted  by  the  Council  to  include 
both  Council  tenants  and  tenants  in  privately  owned  houses.  The  cases  dealt 
with  have  been  successful  with  advantages  to  both  parties. 

Stage  2  of  the  Council’s  building  programme  for  the  erection  of  a  further 
74  houses  was  held  up  temporarily  by  the  Ministry  concerned  and  it  was  not 
until  early  December  when  actual  building  operations  commenced  although  the 
roads,  sewers,  water  main,  etc.,  had  been  under  construction  since  July.  In  the 
Annual  Report  for  1948  the  hope  was  expressed  that  a  substantial  number  of  these 
houses  would  be  completed  in  1949  but  this  proved  to  be  a  vain  hope.  Despite 
the  late  start,  however,  good  progress  was  made  during  the  first  two  months, 
favourable  weather  conditions  helped,  and  it  seems  likely  that  this  progress  will 
be  maintained. 

Cases  reported  by  the  Health  Department  on  medical  grounds  and  allied 
reasons  have  been  considered  but  owing  to  the  lack  of  sufficient  houses  and  very 
few  re-lettings  many  of  the  cases  have  had  to  be  left  in  abeyance. 

There  were  615  applications  on  the  live  register  at  the  end  of  1949;  of  these 
201  were  householders  living  within  the  Borough,  82  were  householders  living 
outside  the  borough;  217  families  without  a  home  of  their  own  were  from  within 
the  Borough,  115  were  from  outside  the  Borough.  Of  the  total  figures  given  the 
majority  are  families  who  could  be  housed  in  a  two-bedroomed  house  or  less. 
This  would  indicate  that  special  provision  should  be  made  for  families  who  would 
not  fully  occupy  a  three-bedroomed  house. 

There  were  two  families  moved  from  prefabricated  houses  to  three-bedroom 
type  Council  houses  on  the  grounds  of  increase  in  family  or  increased  ages  of 
children  and  there  are  at  least  three  more  families  which  should  be  moved  when 
the  new  houses  are  completed. 

The  74  houses  under  construction  are  all  three-bedroom  type  and  it  seems 
likely  that  some  will  of  necessity  have  to  be  under-occupied  if  the  worst  cases 
on  the  waiting  list  are  to  be  dealt  with.  This  may  entail  an  alteration  in  the 
method  of  allocation  under  the  points  scheme. 

Number  of  houses  in  process  of  erection  at  end  of  year: — 

Council  .  1 6 

Private  .  13 

Total  number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year: — 

Council  .  4 

Private  .  7 

Conversions  and  Adaptations. 

Conversions  and  adaptations  completed  during  the  year  in  terms  of  family 
units  of  accommodation,  by  private  enterprise:  2. 
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Overcrowding. 

An  accui  ate  figure  could  not  possibly  be  given  without  a  survey  although  we 
have  an  indication  from  the  applicants  which  the  Housing  Manager  receives 

which  shows  that  overcrowding  and  low  standard  houses  are  the  main  reasons 
given. 

Condemned  Houses. 

There  are  thirty-two  condemned  houses  still  standing,  of  which  14  are 
occupied  by  squatters  and  the  remainder  are  licensed  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  circular  2156,  September,  1939.  With  three 
exceptions  all  the  houses  are  occupied.  The  occupation  of  these  should  not  be 
indefinitely  prolonged  for  they  were  found  to  be  unfit  before  the  war  and  their 
deterioration  has  progressed.  It  is  not  good  for  the  community  nor  for  the 
families  that  the  children  should  be  brought  up  under  these  conditions. 

A  solution  for  dealing  with  what  may  be  described  as  the  problem  families 
might  be  found  by  the  provision  of  half-way  houses,  if  advantage  was  to  be  taken 
oi  the  powers  provided  in  the  Housing  Act  to  purchase  certain  houses,  recondition 
and  repair  them  so  as  to  bring  them  to  a  standard  of  reasonable  fitness. 

During  the  last  ten  years  scores  of  these  houses  have  been  on  the  market 
in  Oswestry,  not  always  falling  into  the  hands  of  good  landlords.  Property 
owners  who  previously  maintained  a  reasonable  standard  of  fitness  find  it  increas¬ 
ingly  difficult  to  carry  out  repairs,  etc.,  without  finding  adverse  balances  year 
after  year  in  view  of  the  high  cost  of  labour  and  material,  with  the  result  that  on 
the  whole  a  large  number  of  cottage  properties  will  soon  reach  slum  level.  It 
has  been  said  that  in  view  of  this  position  slums  are  being  produced  more  rapidly 
ihan  new  houses  can  be  erected.  Whether  adjustments  in  the  rents  control  will 
remedy  matters  remains  to  be  seen;  it  is  obvious  that  the  enforcement  of  notices 
will  be  less  of  a  nightmare  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  if  the  Ministry  adopts  a 

similar  attitude  to  private  owners  as  to  housing  authorities  under  the  Rents 
Restriction  Act. 

FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES  INCLUDING  RESTAURANTS  AND 

HOTEL  KITCHENS. 

Number  of  bakehouses  .  jq 

Number  of  cafes  and  restaurants  .  24 

Number  of  fish  and  chips  shops  . "5 

Number  of  hotels,  licensed  and  private  .  7 

Number  of  milk  bars  .  2 

Butchers’  manufacturing  premises .  16 

Number  of  ice  cream  producers  . < .  3 

Number  of  food  preparing  places  open  only  on  Wednesdays  2 

A  tea  room  on  the  Bailey  Head  used  for  the  convenience  of  stall  holders 
and  others  was  closed  owing  to  insanitary  conditions  and  lack  of  amenities,  also 
one  chip  shop  ceased  to  be  used  during  the  year.  Inspections  were  made  ofmost 
of  the  above  food  preparing  places  and  in  many  cases  notices  were  served  to 
carry  out  alterations  and  the  provision  of  wash-hand  basins,  etc.,  to  conform  with 

requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  These  were  satisfactorily 
complied  with. 

It  is  proposed  to  concentrate  more  fully  on  this  aspect  of  the  public  health 
service  in  the  near  future  and  especially  in  view  of  the  extra  nowers  now  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Ministry  of  Food  Model  Byelaws  for  Handling,  Wrapping,  Delivery 
of  Food  and  Sale  of  Food  in  the  open  air. 
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CLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGN. 

The  Council  decided  to  adopt  the  above-mentioned  model  Bye-laws  issued 
by  the  Ministry  of  Food  in  October,  1949.  Confirmation  by  the  Ministry  is  now 
awaited.  As  far  as  time  has  allowed  visits  have  been  made  to  the  various  places 
where  food  is  handled  and  sold  and  every  opportunity  taken  to  draw  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  managers  and  staffs  to  the  precautions  to  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
contamination  of  food.  Slides  were  shown  at  the  local  cinemas  dealing  with  the 
danger  from  rats  and  flies  as  a  source  of  contamination  of  food.  The  manage¬ 
ments  of  all  food  preparing  places  have  voluntarily  made  use  of  notices  to  the 
staff  to  “  Wash  their  Hands  after  using  the  W.C.,  and  other  posters  have  been 
put  up  in  the  kitchens  and  in  different  parts  of  the  Town. 

ICE-CREAM. 

This  very  delicate  confection  can  be  a  valuable  food  on  the  one  hand  or  an 
ideal  medium  for  the  spread  of  infectious  disease  on  the  other.  A  vigilant  eye 
has  therefore  to  be  kept  on  this  trade  especially  in  view  of  its  increasing 
popularity.  The  attainment  of  the  high  standard  required  becomes  increasingly 
more  limited  to  those  who  have  the  necessary  experience  and  proper  accommoda¬ 
tion  for  its  manufacture. 

Some  brands  of  ice-cream  contain  eight  per  cent,  of  fat  and  others  less  than 
two  per  cent.;  the  public  has  ,  no  way  of  distinguishing  them.  Often  a  greater 
charge  is  made  for  an  inferior  ice-cream  than  for  a  good  product. 

After  much  agitation  a  scheme  to  grade  ices  according  to  their  fat  content 
is  now  being  considered  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

Much  of  the  ice-cream  is  manufactured  by  firms  of,  repute  who  have  their 
own  chemists  and  laboratories  to  ensure  a  high  grade  product.  Unfortunately, 
the  public  have  to  contend  with  some  of  the  opposite  type  who  through  careless¬ 
ness  and  inferior  ingredients,  are  content  to  carry  on  in  their  own  way,  and  cause 
much  concern  to  the  Health  Authority. 

Some  of  the  street  vendors  come  from  long  distances.  The  supervision  of 

these  vendors  becomes  a  very  difficult  task  as  their  numbers  increase  considerably 
during  the  summer  months.  The  Inspector  has  to  rely  on  the  taking  of  samples 
and  the  Analyst’s  report,  without  himself  seeing  the  conditions  under  which  the 
ice-cream  was  manufactured. 

There  are  three  producer  retailers  and  thirteen  retailers  in  the  Borough. 
Much  of  the  ice-cream  is  retailed  in  cafes,  cinemas,  stores  and  shops. 

Of  the  17  samples  submitted  to  County  Laboratory 

8  were  classified  as  Grade  1 
5  were  classified  as  Grade  2 
1  was  classified  as  Grade  3 
3  were  classified  as  Grade  4 

All  Grade  4  samples  were  taken  from  a  van  coming  from  outside  the  Town. 

Some  of  the  samples  taken  from  vendors  coming  into  the  town  from  areas 
outside  were  far  from  satisfactory;  not  only  were  they  of  low  grade  as  indicated 
by  the  Methylene  Blue  Test,  but  showed  also  the  presence  of  Bacillus  coli 
organisms,  the  presence  of  which  can  undoubtedly  be  taken  to  show  deficiency 
either  in  the  cleanliness  of  utensils  and  equipment  or  in  that  of  those  handling  the 
ice-cream. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  Town  where  the  ice-cream  was  manufactured 
was  informed  and  he  showed  readiness  to  co-operate  in  taking  the  necessary 
steps  to  obtain  improvements  at  the  place  of  production. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Meat. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  slaughter  and  distribution  of  meat  since  the 
Ministry  ol  rood  took  over  the  centralised  slaughtering  in  January,  1940,  the 
premises  used  still  being  the  two  private  slaughterhouses  in  Willow  Street.  Meat 
slaughtered  on  these  premises  plus  imported  frozen  and  tinned  meat  is  distributed 
to  the  Oswestry  Borough,  Oswestry  Rural  District  and  parts  of  Montgomeryshire. 
The  inspections  are  carried  out  jointly  by  the  Borough  and  Rural  District  Food 
Inspectors.  Regular  ante-mortem  is  not  carried  out  as  this  is  only  possible  where 
a  full  time  inspector  is  employed  as  in  a  Public  Abattoir.  Nevertheless,  the 
cai cases  and  offal  of  all  animals  are  inspected  either  during  the  process  of 
slaughtering  or  immediately  afterwards.  All  meat  and  offal  passed  as  fit  for 
human  food  is  then  handed  over  to  the  Distribution  Depot. 

During  the  year,  the  horse  drawn  delivery  van  was  replaced  by  a  modern 
motor-van  and  another  van  was  modernised,  effecting  a  considerable  improvement 
from  a  hygienic  point  of  view  in  the  method  of  transport. 

Practically  every  butcher  has  efficient  and  modern  means  of  cold  storage  on 
his  premises.  1  he  shops  are  inspected  and  also  the  premises  where  meat  pro¬ 
ducts  such  as  sausages,  meat  pies,  brawn,  etc.,  are  manufactured.  There  is  only 
one  stall  in  the  town  from  which  meat  and  meat  products  are  exposed  for  sale. 
This  is  only  used  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  at  the  Church  Street  market. 
The  arrangement  is  very  unsatisfactory  from  the  standpoint  of  hygiene.  Strong 
representations  have  been  made  from  various  sources  on  other  issues  for  the 
return  to  the  Cross  Street  market  and  we  can  only  hope  that  this  will  be  realised 
in  1950. 

No  meat  is  hawked  in  the  streets  of  the  town. 

The  two  slaughterhouses  mentioned  above  are  in  a  very  congested  area  and 
nuisances  inevitably  arise  especially  during  the  summer  months.  For  the  amount 
of  slaughtering  that  is  carried  out,  the  premises  are  totally  unsuitable  and  lacking 
in  amenities.  In  reply  to  a  query,  the  Council  informed  the  Oswestry  Butchers’ 
Association  that  as  soon  as  the  Ministry  indicates  to  Local  Authorities  that  it  is 
prepared  to  give  consideration  generally  to  the  erection  of  Public  Abattoirs,  the 
Council  will  take  immediate  steps  to  press  forward  its  own  Public  Abattoir  claims. 
There  is  obvious  evidence  of  a  growing  interest  and  demand  from  a  certain  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  public  for  a  Public  Abattoir  and  particularly  from  the  butchers  who, 
at  one  time,  were  opposed  to  its  proposed  establishment. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 
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OTHER  FOODS. 

Much  of  the  Inspectors  time  has  oeen  taken  up  by  the  inspection  of  tinned 
food,  judging  by  the  condition  of  some  consignments  examined  it  would  appear 
that  large  quantities  held  in  storage,  presumably  for  a  long  period,  or  otherwise 
under  unsatisfactory  conditions  have  been  released  for  disposal.  Shopkeepers 
are  very  conscious  of  their  responsibility  to  the  public  with  regard  to  retailing 
sound  and  wholesome  food  and  this  is  demonstrated  by  their  requests  for  inspec¬ 
tion  of  doubtful  samples.  Needless  to  say  such  an  attitude  is  much  respected  by 
the  Health  Department. 

The  Produce  Markets  receive  close  attention,  frequent  visits  being  paid  and 
special  attention  being  given  to  produce,  etc.,  brought  in. 

Foods  condemned  from  Shops  and  .Markets  included:  465  lbs.  Fish,  103  lbs. 
Jam,  383  lbs.  Frozen  Beef,  29  lbs.  Bacon,  26  lbs.  Pork,  25  lbs.  Veal,  28  lbs.  Goat 
meat,  7  lbs.  Lamb,  14  lbs.  Suet,  ,25  Jbs.  Sausages  8  lbs.  Walnuts  16  lbs.  Dates, 
140  lbs.  Tomatoes,  also  814  tins  of  foodstuffs  including  meat,  milk,  fruit  and 
vegetables  and  150  rabbits. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  came  into  force  on  October  1st  conse- 
quently  the  figuies  and  information  will  be  divided  into  two  parts,  namely, 
January  1st  to  September  30th,  and  October  1st  to  December  31st,  1949. 


January  1st  to  September  30th,  1949. 

Number  of  registered  producers  in  the  Borough  .  7 

Number  of  accredited  producers  in  the  Borough  .  1 

Number  of  T.T.  Producers  in  the  Borough  .  2 

Number  of  registered  retailers  .  9 

Number  of  T.T.  retailers  .  ^ 


Methods  of  Cleansing  Utensils. 

Farms: 

Number  using  steam  sterilisation  .  3 

Number  using  hot  water .  4 

Dairies: 

Number  using  steam  and  chemical  sterilisation  .  2 

Number  using  hot  water  and  chemical  sterilisation  .  3 

October  1st  to  December  31st,  1949. 

Number  of  milk  distributors  registered  in  the  Borough  .  8 

Number  of  premises  used  as  dairies  (other  than  dairy  farms)  !...  6 

RESULTS  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN  DURING  1949. 

Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Number  of  samples  of  designated  milk  taken  .  8 

Number  found  to  be  satisfactory  .  6 

Number  found  to  be  unsatisfactory . .  2 

Number  of  heat  treated  samples  taken  .  32 

Number  found  to  be  satisfactory  .  27 

Number  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  .  5 

Phosphatase  Test  (Pasteurised  and  Heat  Treated  Milk). 

Number  of  samples  taken  . • .  34 

Number  found  to  be  satisfactory  .  33 

Number  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  .  \ 
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Fat  Content,  Specific  Gravity,  etc. 

Number  of  samples  tested  at  Health  Dept.  Laboratory  .  74 

Number  found  to  be  satisfactory  .  69 

Pasteurised  MiSk. 

Number  of  licences  to  produce  pasteurised  milk  .  1 

Number  of  licences  to  retail  pasteurised  milk  .  1 

Also  there  is  one  producer-retailer  of  Heat  treated  milk. 


Visits  of  inspection  were  made  at  regular  intervals  to  the  farms  and  dairies 
and  on  the  whole  the  standard  was  reasonably  good.  Where  unsatisfactory 
samples  were  found  investigations  were  made  and  subsequent  samples  taken  with 
satisfactory  results.  The  bulk  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  Town  is  bottled.  There 
were  no  complaints  regarding  dirty  bottles  as  in  previous  years. 

One  local  dairy  produces  Pasteurised  and  another  Heat  Treated  milk;  these 
are  also  the  two  largest  retailers  so  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  the  greater  proportion 
of  the  population  is  getting  Heat  Treated  milk. 

It  is  a  routine  practice  to  take  samples  of  milk  supplied  to  homes  from  which 
cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  are  notified,  and  the  herd  of  the  producer 
is  examined  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector.  Two  such  cases  were  dealt  with  during 
the  year  and  both  proved  negative. 

Under  the  new  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  the  registration  of  dairy  farmers 
and  of  dairy  farms  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries;  the  registration  of  milk  distributors  and  other  dairy  premises  is  still 
the  responsibility  of  the  Oswestry  Town  Council. 

The  Veterinary  Officer’s  Report  for  the  Year.  Herd  Inspection,  1949. 

Two  inspections  were  made  of  the  herds  of  producers  supplying  milk  to  the 
borough  of  Oswestry.  At  each  inspection  approximately  1,170  animals  were 
clinically  examined,  about  75%  of  them  in  milk  at  time  of  examination.  Milk 
samples  were  taken  from  all  animals  which  at  the  time  of  examination  were 
showing  any  abnormality  of  the  udder.  In  all  twenty-two  samples  were  examined, 
and  these  in  almost  all  cases  showed  the  presence  of  the  causal  organism  of 
chronic  mastitis.  All  these  animals  were  isolated  from  the  milking  herd  and 
until  treatment  was  applied  and  the  condition  of  the  udder  improved  they  were 
not  allowed  to  re-enter  the  herd,  and  only  then  when  they  were  fit  to  produce  good, 
clean  milk. 

Two  animals  showing  clinical  symptoms  of  tuberculosis  were  slaughtered 
under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  and  on  post  mortem  examination  were  found  to 
be  affected  with  tuberculosis. 

The  high  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the  designated  herds,  the  Tuberculin 
Tested  and  Accredited  herds  is  worthy  of  note,  and  about  65%  of  the  milk 
produced  is  from  these  herds,  while  in  the  other  herds  the  animals  were  healthy 
and  hygienic  conditions  good.  In  fact  I  have  to  report  a  continued  improvement 
in  the  standard  of  dairy  hygiene  yearly. 


GEORGE  WYSE,  M.R.C.V.S. 

Routine  sampling  of  milk  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  was  commenced 
in  1931.  The  cows  which  supply  milk  to  the  Borough  are  also  examined  at  half- 
yearly  intervals  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  employed  by  the  Council  for  this 
purpose. 

The  following  figures  show  the  results  of  these  examinations. 
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Year. 

No.  of  samples 
taken. 

No.  showing 
presence  of 
Tubercle 
Bacilli. 

No.  of  cows  found 
to  be  tubercular  at 
Bi-annual  Veterinary 
inspection. 

i93i 

23 

3 

3 

1932 

18 

3 

1 

J933 

13 

0 

1 

[934 

9 

1 

1 

!935 

12 

1 

1 

1936 

18 

0 

0 

x937 

5 

0 

3 

1938 

18 

0 

d 

3 

1939 

17 

1 

O 

1940 

12 

2 

3 

1941 

0 

0 

0 

1942 

18 

2 

9 

1943 

19 

0 

4 

I944 

11 

2 

3 

1945 

14 

0 

5 

1946 

5 

0 

2 

I947 

11 

0 

3 

1948 

1 

0 

3 

1949 

22 

0 

2 

TOTALS 

249 

15 

42 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 


There  are  Public  Conveniences  in  seven  parts  of  the  Town  provided  by  the 
Town  Council. 

Of  the  seven  there  are  four  combined  conveniences  for  the  use  of  both  sexes 
and  two  for  males  only.  The  conveniences  at  Cae  Glas  Park  are  only  available 
to  the  public  during  the  hours  the  Park  is  open.  There  is  still  an  insufficiency  of 
public  lavatories  especially  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Church  Street  area  which  em¬ 
braces  the  car  park.  In  recent  years,  with  the  establishment  of  the  car  park 
and  the  increase  in  the  bus  services  for  loading  and  unloading,  there  is  obviously 
a  need  for  a  modern  building  to  house  public  conveniences  and  washing  facilities. 
This  matter  has  had  consideration  for  a  number  of  years  but  no  practical  solution 
has  yet  been  arrived  at  in  spite  of  an  increasing  demand. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE. 

There  is  one  registered  common  lodging  house  in  the  town.  .  This  house, 
situated  in  Orchard  Street,  has  accommodation  for  twenty-six  persons  and  appears 
to  be  reasonably  patronised.  The  standard,  as  compared  with  Municipally  con¬ 
trolled  common  lodging  houses,  is  low.  There  is  no  provision  for  baths  and  the 
washing  facilities  are  grossly  inadequate.  Apart  from  the  sleeping  arrangements, 
the  other  amenities  are  definitely  cramped  and  inadequate. 

NUISANCES. 

Number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  .  255 

Visits  of  inspection  were  made  in  all  cases  and  were  attended  to  by  verbal 
or  written  notices.  The  majority  of  complaints  referred  to  defective  drains, 


housing  defects  and  smells  from  various  causes. 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  .  255 

Number  abated  by  informal  notice  . ; .  214 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  .  26 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  . . .  21 
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The  nuisances  arising  from  the  keeping  of  dogs  persists.  It  is  unfortunate 
that  the  scope  of  the  Public  Health  Act  is  so  limited  that  little  action  can  be 
taken  except  by  the  cumbersome  procedure  of  injunction  to  prevent  uncontrolled 
dogs  damaging  neighbouring  gardens  and  the  incessant  barking,  especially  at 
night  time,  which  is  so  disturbing  to  shift  workers  who  are  among  the  greatest 
sufferers.  The  same  thing  applies  to  the  keeping  of  cockerels  in  close  proximity 
to  dwelling  houses.  Nevertheless,  cases  within  the  scope  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
were  dealt  with  effectively. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

Meetings  were  held  by  the  representatives  of  the  Town  Council  and  the 
Oswestry  Rural  District  Council  for  formulating  proposals  to  give  effect  to  the 
carrying  out  of  the  provisions  of  the  above  mentioned  Act  by  means  of  a  joint 
scheme  between  the  two  Councils.  The  following  recommendations  were  submitted 
to  the  respective  Councils  for  adoption  and  which  were  eventually  approved. 

(1)  That  the  respective  Councils  set  up  a  standing  committee  to  administer 
a  joint  scheme  to  be  composed  of  eight  members  in  the  proportion  of  five  from 
the  Rural  Council  and  three  from  the  Borough. 

(2)  That  the  administrative  duties,  etc.,  under  the  joint  scheme  be  performed 
by  the  Oswestry  Rural  District  Council  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  approxi¬ 
mately  75%  of  duties  would  relate  to  the  Rural  District. 

(3)  That  the  nett  annual  cost  of  the  scheme  falling  on  the  respective 
Councils  be  borne  as  follows — 75%  by  the  Rural  District  and  25%  by  the 
Borough. 

(4)  That  two  full-time  rodent  officers  be  appointed,  namely  the  two  rodent 
operatives  now  in  the  employment  of  the  Salop  County  Council. 

Conditions  of  service  and  remuneration  were  also  dealt  with. 

This  Act  comes  into  force  on  April  1st,  1950. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 


Bug  Infestation. 

Infested  houses  dealt  with: — 

Privately  owned .  2 

Council  houses  . 2 

Commercial  houses  and  Cafes  .  1 


At  the  Common  Lodging  House  four  beds  were  effectively  dealt  with. 

Other  Vermin.  (Cockroaches.) 

Infested  houses  dealt  with: — 


Privately  owned  . . .  Nil 

Council  houses  .  31 


Method  used  for  Bug  Disinfestation. 

The  houses  are  sealed  and  the  whole  subjected  to  as  high  as  possible 
concentration  of  sulphur  dioxide  gas  for  at  least  eight  hours,  plus  a  thorough 
spraying  with  D.D.T.  insecticide.  Subsequent  applications  were  found  necessary  in 
two  cases  which  were  extremely  bad.  All  dilapidated  upholstered  furniture  and 
mattresses  are  burnt  and  such  articles  known  to  be  infested  and  practically  useless. 

Method  used  for  Cockroach  Destruction. 

A  preparation  in  powder  form  including  D.D.T.  is  used  for  eradicating  this 
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pest.  In  some  cases  all  rooms  have  to  be  treated  although  generally  the  kitchen 
or  living  room  is  most  frequently  affected. 

The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  local  sanitary  authority 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

VERMINOUS  PERSONS. 

There  were  no  verminous  persons  dealt  with  during  the  year.  There  is  no 
cleansing  station  for  verminous  persons  nor  a  disinfector  for  bedding,  etc.,  in 
the  Borough.  An  arrangement,  however,  exists  whereby  verminous  persons  may 
be  cleansed  at  the  Morda  Institution. 

DISINFECTION. 

During  the  yeai  the  number  of  disinfections  after  infectious  disease  was  nine. 

Books  and  clothes  from  schools  were  disinfected,  also  library  books. 

One  ward  at  the  Oswestry  and  District  Hospital  was  also  disinfected. 

PLACES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT. 

All  places  of  entertainment  in  the  Town  are  visited  at  frequent  intervals.  No 
complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 

The  two  cinemas  are  specially  visited  from  time  to  time,  including  the  Sunday 
evening  performances.  On  the  whole,  they  were  found  to  be  conducted  in  an 
orderly  and  satisfactory  manner.  Strict  attention  is  paid  to  such  matters  as  fire 
escapes,  ventilation,  sanitary  accommodation  and  other  matters  which  add 
considerably  to  the  comfort  and  enjoyment  of  the  patrons  and  the  efficient 
running  of  such  places. 

The  March  and  May  Pleasure  Fairs  held  annually  on  the  Recreation  Ground 
are  subject  to  inspection  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  Sanitary  Conveniences 
and  Water  supply,  inquiries  are  made  with  regard  to  the  health  of  the  Van 
Dwellers,  especially  with  reference  to  the  control  of  Infectious  Disease.  The 
reports  for  the  year  were  satisfactory. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1934, 

Twenty-eight  shops  were  inspected  under  the  Shoos  Act.  This  Act  prescribes 
requirements  as  to  sanitary  and  other  arrangements  in  shops  as  a  contribution  to 
the  health  and  comfort  of  all  shop  workers.  This  includes  the  provision  of 
suitable  ventilation,  temperature,  sanitary  conveniences,  lighting,  washing  facili- 
ties  and  facilities  for  taking  meals. 

While  some  of  the  larger  shops  were  exemplary  in  carrying  out  their  obliga¬ 
tions,  there  were  cases  of  a  complacent  attitude,  especially  in  the  matter  of  the 
provision  and  maintenance  of  temperature. 

1  he  inspections  for  various  reasons  have  been  unavoidably  relaxed  for  some 
time,  but  its  importance  has  not  peen  overlooked  and  more  attention  will  in 
future  be  given  to  this  aspect  of  Public  Health. 

Numoer  with  unsatisfactory  sanitary  conveniences  .  4 

Number  remedied  . 4 

Number  with  unsatisfactory  and  insufficient  means  of  heating  .  1 

Number  remedied .  , 

. . . ; .  1 

SHOPS  ACT,  1912  TO  1938. 

This  Act,  controlling  the  hours  of  employment  of  shop  assistants,  weekly 
half  holiday  and  employment  on  Sunday,  etc.,  has  had  more  attention  than  in 
previous  years.  Shop  assistants  in  Oswestry  form  the  greater  number  of  the 
working  community.  The  duties  imposed  on  the  Inspector  under  the  Act  has 
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been  made  somewhat  more  difficult  owing  to  variations  in  the  half  days  for 

closing.  One  of  the  largest  business  houses  in  the  town  now  closes  on  Saturdays 

as  an  alternative  to  the  Thursday  afternoon,  also  some  ladies’  hairdressing  saloons 
and  another  business  house  have  made  similar  alterations.  On  the  whole,  the 

conditions  of  employment  have  caused  little  trouble  and  where  infringements 

have  occurred  interviews  with  the  employers  have  had  the  desired  effect. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

No  case  was  dealt  with  during  1949  under  Section  47,  The  removal  of  one 
old  man  was  effected  without  recourse  to  this  Act. 

MORTUARY. 

The  mortuary  provided  by  the  Town  Council,  situated  in  the  Horse  Market, 
has  been  the  subject  of  criticism  from  both  the  medical  practitioners  and  members 
of  the  Town  Council.  The  question  of  improving  the  accommodation  has  been 
discussed  by  the  Health  Committee  on  more  than  one  occasion  and  the  Com¬ 
mittee  has  inspected  the  mortuary  and  considered  recommendations  to  include 
separate  accommodation  for  the  carrying  out  of  post-mortem  examinations  and 
also  a  waiting  room  for  visitors  to  the  mortuary  and  for  the  use  of  mourners 
assembling  there  for  funeral  purposes.  There  is  no  progress  to  report  and  there 
is  little  doubt  as  to  the  need  for  more  modern  provisions, 

LICENSED  HOUSES. 

During  the  year  the  fully  licensed  houses,  together  with  the  beer  houses,  were 
inspected.  With  the  new  legislation  and  the  advance  of  public  administration 
wider  scope  is  given  to  deal  with  such  premises.  Much  work  was  accomplished 
during  1949  to  the  thirty-eight  licensed  houses  in  the  town.  Every  house  is  now 
provided  with  approved  modernised  pipes  which  can  be  easily  cleaned  and  are 
least  susceptible  to  contamination;  beer  is  conveyed  from  the  cellars  to  the  bar 
by  these  pipes.  In  twenty-two  cases  rubber  and  lead,  pipes  have  been  replaced 
by  this  hygienic  method,  with  few  exceptions  new  approved  pumps  were  alsc 
provided.  Practically  every  house  has  now  been  provided  with  hot  in  addition 
to  cold  water  facilities  conveniently  placed  for  washing  glasses,  etc.  In  practice, 
the  hot  water  is  too  infrequently  changed  in  many  of  the  houses  and  too  many 
glasses  swilled  in  the  same  water,  and  the  attention  of  the  persons  concerned  has 
been  drawn  to  this  with  the  hope  of  improvement.  Special  notice  has  been 
paid  to  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  cellars,  especially  the  condition  of  the 
walls  and  floors,  insufficient  ventilation  and  general  cleanliness.  It  may  be  said 
that  considerable  improvements  have  been  made  in  this  respect. 

In  my  previous  report  it  was  stated  that  in  fourteen  houses  indoor  ladies’ 
toilets  had  been  provided  where  none  existed  previously  except  in  undesirable 
situations  in  yard,  or  otherwise  where  there  was  no  adequate  segregation  from 
the  male  conveniences.  During  the  year  three  more  of  the  houses  have  made 
similar  provision.  In  addition,  many  improvements  have  been  achieved  regarding 
the  installation  of  other  hygienic  bar  equipment  and  matters  pertaining  to  the 
comfort  of  the  patrons.  There  are  still  some  of  the  older  houses  where  con¬ 
siderable  improvements  have  yet  to  be  carried  out  to  bring  thm  into  line  with  the 
modernised  type. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

BOROUGH  OF  OSWESTRY. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 

1. —INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Premises. 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register. 

Inspections. 

Written 

notices. 

<  )ccupiers 
prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

56 

48 

18 

1  r 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

22 

IQ 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
t (excluding  out-workers’  premises) 

_ 

TOTAL  ... 

78 

67 

29 

J 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions 
they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases.”) 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

Particulars. 

Found 

Remedied. 

Reff 

To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

?rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i)  ... 

9 

8 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temper- 

— 

— 

— 

ature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

... 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defect- 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

ive. 

7 

f- 

— 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 

work) 

— .- 

_ 

— 

— 

• — 

TOTAL  ... 

20 

18  i 

— 

1 

— 

No.  of  Outworkers  ...  10 
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WEM  URBAN  DISTRICT 


SANITARY  INSPECTORS  REPORT. 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Rainfall — Not  measured. 

Consumption — 3 1 ,000,000  gallons. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  water  mains: — 716. 

2,  Number  of  population  supplied  from  water  mains: — 

(a)  Direct  to  houses  (1)  666  houses. 

(2)  2,296  persons  (estimated). 

(b)  By  means  of  standpipes  (1)  50  houses. 

(2)  155  persons  (estimated). 
Nature  of  supply  to  remaining  houses  (4  only)— Wells. 

Any  new  work  carried  out  during  the  year — None. 

The  Water  is  not  chlorinated. 

Report  of  Samples, 


9.5.49  (Water  from  tap). 

Probable  number  coliform  bacilli  . .  0  per  100  ml. 

Faecal  and  nonfaecal  coli  .  Nil 

Highly  satisfactory. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

*  Number  of  houses  connected  to  public  sewers .  686 

*  175  of  these  have  pail  closets  and  only  the  slop  water  drains  are  connected  to 
the  sewer.  116  closets  have  been  converted  to  water  closets  since  1945  when 
the  Council  decided  to  consider  making  a  grant  to  owners  who  applied.  In 
June  of  this  year  the  Council  decided  to  serve  notice  under  Section  47  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  on  all  owners  who  had  not  taken  steps  to  carry  out  the 
conversion  by  July  1st,  1950. 

Number  of  houses  having  their  own  private  arrangements  of  sewage 


disposal  . i .  34 

Number  of  satisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  works  .  32 

Number  of  unsatisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  works  .  2 

Number  of  privies  or  earth  closets  converted  to  W.C.s  .  22 


New  work  carried  out  during  the  year  or  any  new  scheme  considered  or 
decided  upon  by  the  Council:  Application  has  been  made  to  the  Minister  of 
Health  to  relay  the  sewer  from  the  North  end  of  New  Street  to  the  sewage  works. 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  Section  5  of  the  Housing  Act, 


1936  . .  28 

Number  of  houses  fit  for  habitation  . . .  28 

Number  requiring  minor  repairs  .  28 

Number  where  repairs  have  been  carried  out  .  25 

Number  closed  . . . . , .  Nil 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  overcrowded: — 

1.  Council  houses  . l 

2.  Privately  owned  houses  .  8 

Number  of  persons  therein: — 

1.  Council  houses  .  8 

2.  Privately  owned  houses .  48 


% 
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Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved: — 

1.  Council  houses  . 

2.  Privately  owned  houses  . 

Number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year: — 

1.  Permanent  .  Private  6 

2.  Temporary  . 

Number  of  houses  in  process  of  erection  at  end  of  year: _ 

1.  Council  houses  . 

2.  Private  houses  . 

Number  of  houses  planned  for  1950:— 

1.  Permanent  . 

2.  Temporary  . 


.  Nil 

.  4 

Council  4 
.  Nil 

.  16 

. .  1 

.  10 

.  Nil 


FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES. 

Number  of  bakehouses  . 

Number  of  inspections . 

Number  where  defects  were  found  . 

Number  of  defects  remedied  . . 

Number  of  fried  fish  shops  and  restaurants  . 

N  umbei  of  inspections  of  fried  fish  shops  and  restaurants 

Number  of  defects  found  . 

Number  of  defects  remedied . 

Number  of  cafes  and  restaurants  . 

Number  of  inspections  . 

Number  where  defects  were  found  . 

Number  remedied  . 

Number  of  ice-cream  manufacturers  . 

1.  Heat  Treated  . 

2.  Cold  Mix  . 

Number  inspected . 

Number  of  inspections  . t 

Number  where  defects  were  found  . 

Number  remedied  . < 

Number  of  ice-cream  retailers  . ; . 

(This  includes  4  manufacturers.) 

Number  of  inspections  . 

Number  where  defects  were  found 

Number  remedied  . 

Comments  on  general  conditions  of  the  above:  Satisfactory. 


8 

18 

2 

2 

2 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

3 
8 

Nil 

Nil 

4 
Nil 

4 

4 

18 

1 

1 

6 

12 

Nil 

Nil 


Methylene 

Grad 

Blue  Test 

e. 

B.  coli. 

I,. 

2. 

3- 

4. 

Present.  Absent. 

5 

2 

3 

i 

7  i  4 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

Number:  Four — two  for  each  sex. 

LODGING  HOUSES. 

Number:  Nil. 
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REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Method  of  collection:  By  direct  labour. 

Method  of  disposal:  By  controlled  tipping. 

The  same  method  has  been  used  for  20  years  and  is  satisfactory. 

There  has  been  no  serious  infestation  by  rats,  crickets  or  flies. 

The  Council  has  an  annual  contract  with  the  County  Council  for  allotments, 
tip,  sewage  work  and  paper  store,  for  rat  disinfestation. 

NUISANCES. 

No  particular  nuisance  has  had  to  be  dealt  with. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER. 

Number  of  T.T.  producers .  Nil  Number  of  Licences  to  retail 


Number  of  Accredited  producers  Nil  Pasteurised  Milk  .  Nil 

Number  of  licences  to  Pasteurise  Number  of  T.T.  retailers  . . .  2 

Milk  .  Nil  Number  of  Accredited  retailers .  Nil 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

Number  of  producers  of  undesignated  milk  . 16 

Number  inspected  . 16 

Total  number  of  inspections  . .  24 

Number  of  defects  .  1 

Number  of  defects  remedied  .  1 

Number  where  water  supply  was  unsatisfactory  .  Nil 

In  general  the  conditions  in  the  cowsheds  and  the  methods  of  production 
were  satisfactory. 

Number  of  retailers  of  undesignated  milk  .  6 

Delivery  is  made  by  bottles  and  from  churns. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949  (after  1st  Oct.,  1949). 


Number  of  distributors  (as  defined  in  the  Regulations)  .  2 

Number  of  retailers  of  T.T.  Milk  . * .  2 

Number  of  retailers  of  Pasteurised  milk  .  Nil 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


Meat  for  the  district  is  supplied  from  the  Ministry  of  Food  Depot  at  Whit¬ 
church,  and  is  transported  in  an  up-to-date,  metal-lined  container. 

Periodical  inspections  of  the  container  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year, 
and  it  has  been  found  to  be  maintained  in  a  very  clean  and  hygienic  condition. 

During  the  year  209  lbs.  of  imported  beef  were  returned  to  the  Ministry  of 
Food  Depot  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  due  to  bone  taint. 

Periodical  inspections  of  canned  food  were  also  carried  out,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  were  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  retailers: — 


Milk  . . 

Fruit  and  Fruit  Juices 

Meat  Loaf  . 

Vegetables  and  Soups 

Sardines  . 

Fish  Products  . 


20  tins 


9 

3 

13 

9 

4 


55 


55 


Total 


58  tins 
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Attention  has  also  been  paid  to  Fish  Shops  and  during  the  year  3  lbs.  2  oz. 
were  voluntarily  surrendered. 

HOTELS,  BEERHOUSES,  BARS  AND  CELLARS, 


Number  of  visits  .  16 

Number  found  with  unsatisfactory  facilities  for  washing  glasses  .  1 

Number  remedied  .  jsjH 

Any  other  defects  found  and  remedied  .  Nil 

SHOPS  ACTS,  1934. 

Number  of  visits  . jg 

Number  with  unsatisfactory  Sanitary  Conveniences  .  Nil 

Number  remedied .  NU 

Number  with  unsuitable  and  insufficient  means  of  heating .  Nil 

Number  remedied  .  nj;i 


RATS  AND  MICE. 

All  infestations  investigated  have  been  minor.  The  Council  is  not  the 
authority  for  the  purposes  of  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  and  complaints 
are  passed  on  to  the  proper  authority,  viz.:  The  County  Council. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES  AND  PERSONS 


Number  dealt  with:— 1  Premises  (a)  Bugs  .  Nil 

(b)  Other  Vermin  .  Nil 

2  Persons  .  Nil 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WEM. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 


r. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Premises. 

Number  j 
on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

V 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

39 

3i 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  to 
which  Section  7  applies 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local  Author¬ 
ities  (Transfer  of  Enforcement) 
Order,  1938! 

(b)  Others 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

(iii)  Other  Premises  under  the  Actt  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

39 

3i 

— 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecution 
were 

instituted . 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied . 

Reft 

To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

jrred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i)  ... 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temper- 

— 

■ 

ature  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defect- 

ive 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

1 

1 

1 

sexes 

TOTAL  ... 

5 

5 

* — 

1 

— 
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WHITCHURCH  URBAN  DISTRICT 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
Summary  of  sanitary  Inspector’s  Visits  during  the  Year  1 949, 
Nature  of  Visit  or  Inspection: 

General  Sanitation. 


Water  supply  . 

Drainage  . 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . 

Houses-Let-in-Lodgings  . 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  . 

Factories  . 

Bakehouses  . 

Public  Conveniences  . 

Refuse  Collection  . 

Refuse  Disposal  . 

Rats  and  Mice  . . . 

Smoke  Observations  . 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 


48 

77 

4 

3 

15 

30 

22 

18 

62 

57 

36 

113 

1 

127 


Under  Public  Health  Acts. 

Number  of  houses  inspected 


176 


Under  Housing  Acts. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  . 

Housing-Overcrowding. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  . 

Verminous  Premises. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  . * . 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection — Inspection  of  Meat. 
Visits  to  Slaughterhouse  . 

Visits  to — 

Butchers  . 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  . 

Grocers  . 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  . 

Ice-C ream  Premises  . 

Restaurants  . 


14 

9 

2 

1 

14 

27 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Rainfall. 

The  rainfall  as  recorded  at  Fenns  Bank  for  the  year  1949  was  24  94  inches 
as  compared  with  28.52  inches  for  the  year  1948. 

October  and  May  were  the  wettest  months,  having  a  rainfall  of  3  40  and 
2.94  inches  respectively.  The  driest  month  was  June,  with  a  rainfall  of  0.79  inches. 
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Water  Consumption. 

The  total  water  consumption  for  the  year  amounted  to  82,040,251  gallons, 
a  daily  average  of  224,768  gallons.  This  shows  a  decrease  of  11,083  gallons  per 
day  over  1948,  when  the  average  daily  consumption  was  235,851  gallons. 

During  the  months  of  January  and  February,  the  daily  consumption  was 
highest  with  247,346  and  243,546  gallons  respectively. 


Supply  from  Public  Mains. 

Number  of  dwellings  supplied  from  water  mains: — 

Direct  to  the  houses  .  1,735 

Number  of  population,  approx .  6,020 

Number  of  houses  supplied  by  means  of  standpipes  .  125 

Approximate  population  .  475 


Existing  Water  Supply. 

There  has  been  no  extensive  change  in  the  sources  of  water  during  the  year. 

The  Brickyard  supply  continues  to  yield  a  water  with  a  high  iron  content, 
making  it  necessary  to  scrape  the  suction  and  delivery  pipes  at  frequent  intervals 
to  remove  incrustation. 

During  August,  one  of  the  bores  at  the  Brickyard  was  found  to  be  con¬ 
taminated  with  oil.  It  was  discovered  on  inspection  that  this  bore  gave  poor  yield  • 
and  was,  therefore,  not  worth  cleansing.  One  other  well  in  this  area  which  has 
been  disused  for  some  years  was  brought  into  use  again  and  is  yielding  about 
750  gallons  per  hour. 

Because  of  the  shortage  of  water,  it  was  necessary  to  shut  off  the  supply  from 
7.0  p.m.  to  4.0  a.m.,  commencing  on  the  30th  June.  The  daily  consumption 
decreased  by  approximately  15,000  gallons  and  allowed  storage  to  regain  its 
normal  level.  In  view  of  this  the  shut-off  period  was  relaxed  to  7.0  p.m.  to  12 
midnight  on  July  16th.  The  yield  of  the  wells,  however,  slowly  decreased  and  on 
September  10th  it  was  necessary  to  revert  to  the  original  shut-off  period,  7.0  p.m. 
to  4.0  a.m.  A  spell  of  cold,  wet  weather  commenced  at  the  beginning  of  October, 
causing  the  consumption  to  decrease.  The  rain  also  affected  an  increase  in  the 
yield  of  the  wells,  which  made  it  possible  to  discontinue  the  shutting  off  of  the 
supply  after  the  17th  October. 

A  notice  under  Section  16  of  the  Water  Act,  1945,  was  inserted  in  two  papers 
circulating  within  the  district  on  July  8th,  1949,  prohibiting  the  use  of  hosepipes. 
This  prohibition  was  withdrawn  on  the  4th  November,  1949. 

Proposed  New  Water  Supply. 

The  scheme  for  the  proposed  new  water  supply  prepared  by  Messrs.  Wilcox, 
Raikes  and  Marshall  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Application  has  been  made  for  a  licence  to  construct  works  for  the  purpose 
of  abstracting  water  in  the  area  concerned,  to  which  Section  14  of  the  Water 
Act  is  applicable. 

It  is  anticipated  that  an  enquiry  will  be  held  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in 
the  near  future  to  decide  whether  the  scheme  will  be  approved. 

Houses  Without  Mains  Supply. 

No  cases  of  polluted  wells  have  been  reported.  It  has  again  been  necessary 
to  refuse  all  applications  for  connection  to  the  water  mains  (other  than  for 
domestic  purposes)  owing  to  the  heavy  demand  upon  the  supply  during  peak 
periods,  especially  long  spells  of  hot  dry  weather. 
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Water  Samples  (Bacteriological). 


Date. 

Source. 

Treatment. 

B.  Coli 
per 

100  mill. 

Faecal  B. 
Coli  %  of 
Total. 

27/1/49 

Town  Mains. 

Chlorinated. 

0 

0 

21/2/49 

do. 

do. 

0 

0 

1 6/3/49 

do. 

do. 

0 

0 

1 6/3/49 

Woods  Supply 

Untreated. 

0 

0 

1 6/3/4 9 

Small  Bore 

do. 

0 

0 

i6/3/49 

Brickyard 

do. 

3 

TOO 

i6/ 3/ 49 

Fenns  Bank 

Unfiltered. 

3 

IOO 

16/3/49 

Fenns  Bank 

Filtered. 

5 

TOG 

7/5/49 

1 1/5/49 

Town  Mains. 

Chlorinated. 

5 

O 

do. 

do. 

0 

O 

23/5/49 

do. 

do. 

0 

O 

7/6/49 

do. 

do. 

0 

O 

20/7/49 

do. 

do. 

0 

O 

17/8/49 

do. 

do. 

0 

O 

28/9/49 

do. 

do. 

0 

O 

19/10/49 

do 

do . 

0 

O 

25/U/49 

do. 

do. 

0 

O 

13/12/49 

do. 

do. 

0 

< 

O 

WATER  SAMPLES  (Chemical). 

A  sample  from  the  town  mains  taken  on  the  11th  February,  1949,  was  re¬ 
ported  on  by  the  Analyst  as  follows: — 


Total  solid  matter  in  solution .  .  .  .  70.0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  .  .  .  .  1.2 

Nitrates  .  .  .  .  . 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  .  .  .  .  10.8 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4  hours  at  80°F  0.1 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  .  .  .  .  0.002 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Lead,  Copper,  Zinc  .  .  .  .  Np 

Miscroscopical  Examination  of  the  Sediment  .  .  Nil 

Temporary  Hardness  in  Degrees  Clark  .  .  19.2 

Permanent  Hardness  in  Degrees  Clark  .  .  2.9 

pH  Value  .  .  .  .  .  7  6 

Iron  .  .  Nil 


This  is  a  very  Hard  water  with  a  high  Temporary  Hardness  which  is  likely 
to  cause  trouble  in  boilers  or  hot  water  apparatus.  No  iron  could  be  detected 
in  this  sample.  The  figures  for  Nitrates  and  Chlorides  are  high,  possible  due  to 
water  derived  from  the  Sandstone,  or  to  water  which  is  draining  polluted  ground, 
the  bacteriological  results  will  show  if  there  is  contamination  or  not. 

Swimming  Baths. 

The  Council’s  swimming  bath  was  open  to  the  general  public,  the  schools 
and  the  local  clubs  during  the  summer  months.  In  the  winter  months,  the  slipper 
baths  were  open  to  the  public  every  Saturday. 

During  the  year,  the  swimming  baths  were  closed  on  two  occasions,  10th 
July  17th  July,  and  28th  August — 3rd  September,  owing  to  shortage  of  water 
and  were  also  not  emptied  on  one  occasion,  the  4th  July — 11th  July. 
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The  following  were  the  attendances  at  the  baths  during  the  year: — 


Total  attendances  from  schools  .  4,323 

Private  Baths  .  .  .  .  957 

Other  attendances  .  .  7,922 


Total  .  13,202 


Sterilisation  of  the  water  is  effected  by  hand  dosage  of  solutions  containing 
Chlorine.  Frequent  tests  indicated  that  an  average  free  chlorine  residual  of  .4 
parts  per  million  was  obtained. 

Samples  of  water  taken  from  the  baths  whilst  in  use  on  the  7th  and  1 1th  May, 
were  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  and  were  found  in  each  case  to 
contain  5  B.  Coli  per  100  ml.,  20  per  cent,  of  which  was  estimated  to  be  of 
faecal  origin.  Further  samples  taken  on  the  23rd  May  and  17th  June  were  found 
to  be  free  of  B.  Coli  and  were  reported  on  by  the  Analyst  as  highly  satisfactory. 

In  October  the  Council  adopted  a  recommendation  for  a  filtration  and 
chlorinating  plant  to  be  installed  in  the  swimming  baths.  This  improvement 
will  make  the  quality  of  the  water  much  more  reliable  than  it  can  be  under  the 
present  conditions. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Number  of  houses  (excluding  new  houses)  connected  to 


public  sewer  during  the  year  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  of  new  dwellings  connected  during  the  year  .  15 

Number  of  houses  having  private  arrangements  for  ) 

sewage  disposal  .  .  .  .  ) 

Number  of  satisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  plants  ) 

Number  of  unsatisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  )  Not  known, 
plants  .  .  .  .  .  ) 


There  have  been  no  extensions  of  the  sewerage  system  during  the  year. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

The  existing  system  of  sewage  disposal,  consisting  of  sedimentation  and  land 
disposal,  in  use  at  the  Council’s  Sewage  Works  must  be  regarded  as  unsatisfactory. 
The  two  sedimentation  tanks  are  ineffective  as  they  are  not  large  enough  and  are 
provided  with  no  means  of  sludge  extraction;  in  consequence  of  these  inadequacies 
their  effective  depth  is  often  eighteen  inches  or  less  and  sedimentation  of  incoming 
sewage  is  negligible.  There  are  no  sludge  drying  beds. 

At  the  request  of  the  Council,  a  firm  of  Civil  Engineers  has  prepared  a 
scheme  for  a  new  sewage  disposal  plant  to  be  installed  on  the  same  site  as  at 
present  used.  This  scheme  has  been  approved  by  the  Council  and  will  be  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  when  the  consent  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  is  obtained. 

The  proposed  plant  provides  for  complete  treatment  of  the  sewage  bv  sedi¬ 
mentation  in  adequate  horizontal  flow  tanks,  provided  with  sludge  draw-off 
apparatus  discharging  to  sludge  beds,  followed  by  aerobic  filtration  by  rotary  dis¬ 
tribution  over  foul  primary  filter  beds.  The  effluent  will  pass  through  a  humus 
tank  before  final  discharge  to  the  brook. 

This  treatment  will  give  a  much  more  satisfactory  effluent  than  is  obtained 
at  present  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  found  possible  to  make  progress  with  the 
installation  of  the  new  plant  in  1950. 
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HOUSING. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Notices  Served,  1949: 

Informal  Notices.  Notices  Complied 

Under  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Served  With 

Section  93  (relating  to  Nuisances)  .  16  14 

Section  45  (relating  to  defective  closets)  .  9  9 

Section  75  (relating  to  defective  dustbin)  .  41  5 

Section  39  (relating  to  insufficient  sanitary 

appliances)  .  2  2 

Under  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Section  9  (relating  to  unfit  houses  capable  of 

being  rendered  fit)  .  3  j 

Formal  Notices. 

Under  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Section  93  (relating  to  Nuisances)  .  1  j 

Section  75  (relating  to  defective  dustbins)  .  4  1 

Under  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Section  9  (relating  to  unfit  houses  capable  of 

being  rendered  fit)  .  2  1 


OVERCROWDING. 

No  exact  figures  can  be  given  to  show  the  extent  of  the  overcrowding  in 
the  district  until  a  new  survey  is  made;  the  figures  given  below  are  thought  to 
include  the  majority  of  cases  of  overcrowding  on  the  standards  laid  down  in  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

These  standards,  are,  however,  generally  regarded  as  inadequate,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  many  houses  in  the  district  are  bordering  on  overcrowding. 
Number  of  houses  known  to  be  overcrowded  at  beginning  of  year  6 

Number  of  houses  known  to  be  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  .  18 

Number  of  houses  relieved  of  overcrowding  during  the  year: — 


Private  Houses  .  .  *' .  .  .  3 

Council  Houses  .  .  .  1 

Number  of  persons  concerned: — 

Private  Houses  .  .  .  17 

Council  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  9 


It  will  be  observed  that  there  is  an  apparent  increase  in  the  number  of  houses 
ovei crowded  over  the  year;  this,  however,  is  thought  to  be  due  to  old  cases  coming 
to  light  rather  than  to  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases. 

NEW  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

Number  of  Permanent  Houses  completed  during  year  12 


Number  in  process  of  erection  at  end  of  year  .  .  28 

Number  planned  for  1950: — 

Permanent  .  .  .  .  40 

Temporary  .  .  .  .  None 


Tenders  have  been  invited  for  the  site  preparation  of  land  in  Sedgeford  for 
approximately  160  houses. 

Negotiations  are  proceeding  for  the  acquisition  of  a  site  for  12  houses  in 
Smallbrook. 
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VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

Three  dwelling  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  by  bed-bugs  during  year; 
two  were  Council  Houses  and  one  a  privately  owned  house. 

All  three  houses  were  treated  with  a  solution  of  D.D.T.  and  cleared  of  in¬ 
festation.  Follow-up  visits  showed  that  re-infestation  did  not  occur. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  work  of  rodent  control  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council,  who 
have  not  delegated  their  powers  to  this  Council.  During  the  year,  eight  complaints 
of  rat  infestation  have  been  referred  to  them  after  being  received  at  the  Council 
Offices. 

In  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  a  ‘maintenance  treatment”  of  public  sewers 
of  the  district  was  carried  out,  and  at  four  points  poison  was  taken  by  rats.  A 
second  treatment  was  carried  out  six  months  later,  all  manholes  in  those  sections 
of  the  sewer  shown  by  the  previous  treatment  to  be  infested  being  baited.  In 
this  second  treatment  poison  was  taken  from  one  point,  close  to  which  three 
bodies  were  found.  This  indicates  the  success  of  the  previous  treatment  and  the 
relative  freedom  of  infestation  of  the  public  sewers. 

In  consequence  of  new  legislation,  the  responsibility  for  the  work  of  rodent 
control  will  pass  from  the  County  Council  to  this  authority  as  from  the  31st 
March,  1950,  when  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  comes  into  force,  and 
the  Council  is  having  one  of  its  present  staff  trained  for  that  purpose. 

SALVAGE. 

The  salvage  of  waste  paper  was  carried  on  during  the  year,  approximately  58 
tons  13  cwts.  being  collected  and  disposed  of.  Owing  to  the  decrease  in  demands 
and  low  price  offered,  the  Council  decided  that  it  was  not  an  economical  proposi¬ 
tion  to  continue  baling.  The  Council  again  entered  the  competition  sponsored  by 
the  National  Waste  Paper  Recovery  Association,  but  did  not  attain  success. 

A  quantity  of  scrap  metal  was  salvaged,  but  the  salvage  of  bottles  has  been 
discontinued. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

There  are  eight  public  conveniences  throughout  the  district;  three  provide 
accommodation  for  both  sexes  and  the  remaining  five  are  for  men  only. 

A  total  of  thirteen  water  closets  and  two  wash  places  are  available  in  the 
Ladies’  Conveniences,  and  a  total  of  forty  urinal  stalls,  six  water  closets  and  two 
wash  places  in  the  Men’s  Conveniences. 

PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE  HOUSING. 


Number  completed  during  the  year  . .  .  .  3 

Number  in  course  of  erection  at  end  of  year  .  .  1 


LICENCES  FOR  NEW  HOUSING 

Number  of  licences  issued  for  the  erection  of  houses  by  private  enterprise  3 
One  licence  was  also  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Works  for  the  erection  of  a 
house  and  shop. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

Collection  of  house  refuse  has  been  maintained  during  the  year  on  a  seven  days’ 
frequency,  with  little  variation  except  at  holiday  time.  One  vehicle  only,  a  Bed¬ 
ford  tipper  lorry,  is  employed  on  this  work,  and  although  it  is  not  a  vehicle  spec¬ 
ially  designed  for  refuse  collection  it  is  fairly  satisfactory  in  use  except  for  its 
relatively  high  loading  line. 
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Disposal  of  house  refuse  is  by  tipping  in  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal,  the  re¬ 
commendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  to  controlled  tipping  being  adhered 
to  as  far  as  possible.  The  hot  dry  summer  produced  conditions  ideal  for  the 
breeding  of  flies,  and  special  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  an  infestation  of 
the  tip  by  surface  dressing  with  a  powder  preparation  of  D.D.T. 

A  slight  rat  infestation  of  the  tip  was  discovered  and  a  disinfestation  treat¬ 
ment  was  carried  out  by  the  County  Council  in  accordance  with  their  contract  with 
the  Council. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE. 

On  two  occasions  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  notify  the  owner  of  the 
Common  Lodging  House  in  Eatons  Yard  of  unsatisfactory  conditions  found  on 
inspection  of  the  premises.  Conditions  were  found  to  be  improved  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Meat  Inspection — Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

excluding 

and 

Cows. 

-Lambs. 

Number  Killed 

Number  Inspected  ... 

805 

805 

726 

726 

1,274 

1,274 

5.047 

5.047 

369 

369 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 

• 

Whole  carcases  condemned'  . . . 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

4 

12 

32 

5 

17 

or  organ  was  condemned  ... 
Percentage  of  the  number  in- 

197 

429 

— 

77 

— 

spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

24.969 

60.744 

2.512 

1.625 

4.607 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

43 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

«> 

or  organ  was  condemned  ... 
Percentage  of  the  number  in- 

70 

175 

— 

— 

19 

spected  affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

9.068 

30.028 

— 

— 

14.905 

MEAT  INSPECTION— RETAIL  SHOPS. 

1  ci  iodic  inspections  of  butchers  shops  and  the  meat  on  sale  therein  are  made 
It  was  not  found  necessary  to  sieze  any  meat  exposed  for  sale,  but  215  lbs.  of 
unsound  frozen  beef  and  167  lbs.  of  unsound  corned  beef  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  by  the  butchers  concerned. 

Ti  anspoi  i  of  meat  is  carried  out  in  closed  vehicles  and  is  considered  to  be 
satisfactory. 

ICE  CREAM. 

There  are  three  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  the  district,  two  producing  a 
"cold-mix’  and  one  producing  a  ‘heat-treated’  product. 

Eleven  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  under  Section  14  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Sampling  of  ice  cream  on  sale  has  been  carried  out,  twelve  samples  being 
taken  during  the  year.  The  results  are  given  below: — 
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‘Cold  Mix” 
Samples 
'Heat 
Treated” 
Samples 


Methylene  Blue  Test 

B.Coli. 

Grade. 

Present. 

Absent. 

I . 

2. 

3- 

4- 

2 

i 

2 

I 

3 

3 

2 

3 

I 

4 

2 

Tn  those  cases  where  B.  Coli  was  found,  in  one  instance  only  was  it  of  faecal 
origin. 

In  no  case  was  staphyloccus  aureus  isolated. 


RESTAURANT  AND  HOTEL  KITCHENS. 

Routine  inspections  of  Restaurants  and  Hotel  Kitchens  are  made,  and  parti¬ 
cular  attention  has  been  paid  to  washing-up  arrangements.  These  have  been 
found  in  most  cases  to  be  satisfactory  and  every  effort  has  been  made  to  advise 
the  operatives  on  the  latest  hygienic  methods. 


FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS. 


There  has  been  no  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 


With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949.  the 
Milk  ((Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  and  the  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  on  October  1st, 
1949,  there  were  many  changes  in  the  responsibility  for  the  administration  of  Milk 


and  Dairies. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  took  over  the  registration  of  Dairy 
Farms  and  Dairy  Farmers,  leaving  to  Local  Authorities  the  registration  of  Dairies 
other  than  Dairy  Farms,  and  Distributors  of  Milk. 

Licences  to  produce  ‘  Tuberculin  Tested’  and  ‘Accredited’  Milk  are  now  issued 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  under  the  new  Regulations,  and  deal¬ 


ers  in  “Tuberculin  Tested,”  “Accredited,”  “Pasteurised”  and  “Sterilised 
are  licenced  by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  figures  applicable  to  the  two  periods  before  and  after  October 
1949  are  given  below: — 


”  Milk 
1st,  in 


January  1st — October  1st,  1949. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1944. 


Number  of  Producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  4 

Number  of  Retailers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  5 

Number  of  Producers  of  Accredited  Milk  19 

Number  of  Retailers  of  Accredited  Milk  1 

Number  of  Licenced  Pasteurising  Establishments  Nil 

Number  of  Retailers  of  Pasteurised  Milk  3 


DESIGNATED  SAMPLES  (TAKEN  BY  COUNTY  COUNCIL). 


Tuberculin  Tested. 

Number  of  Number  which 
Samples  compiled 

13  8 


Accredited 

Pasteurised 

Number  of  Number  which 

Number  of 

Number  which 

Samples  compiled 

Samples 

compiled 

35  27 

5 

2 
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MILK  AND  DAIRY  ORDER,  1926. 


Number  of  Producers  of  Undesignated  Milk  .  .  34 

Number  of  Retailers  of  Undesignated  Milk  .  .  5 


October  1st — December  31st,  1949. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949. 


Number  of  Milk  Distributors  .  .  .  .  3 

Number  of  Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms)  .  .  3 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (RAW  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949. 


“  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  Milk — Dealers’  Licences. 

,  Number  of  Principal  Licences  .  .  .  .  4 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  .  .  1 

“  Accredited  ”  Milk. 

Number  of  Principal  Licences  .  .  .  .  1 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  .  .  — 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  (PASTEURISED  AND  STERILISED 

MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

“  Pasteurised  ”  Milk — Dealers’  Licences. 

Number  of  Principal  Licences  .  .  .  .  2 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  .  .  .  1 

“  Sterilised  ”  Milk. 

Number  of  Principal  Licences  .  .  .  — 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  . .  .  .  — 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  AND  1948. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WHITCHURCH. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

\\  ritten 
notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

13 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

56 

21 

T 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
t  (excluding  out-workers’  premises) 

2 

2 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

7i 

2  3 

1 

— 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars. 

Remedied 

Refe  rrea 

which 

prosecutions 

Found. 

To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

were 

instituted. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i  ) 

1 

1 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temper- 

— 

— 

— 

ature  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— . 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defect- 

- - 

— 

— 

- - 

ive 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

T 

1 

— 

— 

— “ 

sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 

work) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 
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ELLESMERE  RURAL 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA, 

Rainfall,  29.5  inches. 

Water  Supply. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 

(a)  Direct  to  houses:  Ellesmere  Rural  Parish  (Dudleston  Heath,  Trench, 
Coptiviney  and  Lee)  317. 

b)  By  means  of  standpipes  60. 

2.  Number  of  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 

(a)  Direct  to  House,  Approximately  1,200. 

(b)  Standpipes,  Approximately  240. 

Consumption:  36,493,000  gallons. 

Nature  of  supplies  to  remaining  houses:  Wells  and  Springs. 

Public  pumps  supply  approximately  200  persons  at  Cockshutt  and  Planner 
Hill;  village  pumps  at  Weston  Lullingfields,  Myddle  and  Tetchill. 

The  private  supply  of  the  Bradford  Estate  extends  by  main  to  Great  Ness  and 
Little  Ness  supplying  50  houses. 

The  Public  Enquiry  for  the  Comprehensive  Scheme  in  conjunction  with  Os¬ 
westry  Rural  District  is  expected  to  be  held  during  1950. 

Fifty  samples  of  supplies  to  villages,  Council  Houses  and  private  supplies, 
were  taken;  of  these  samples,  33  were  satisfactory,  and  17  were  unsatisfactory. 

Of  the  Private  Supplies,  7  were  unsatisfactory  and  7  were  satisfactory. 

Of  the  supplies  to  the  villages: — 


Location . 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory 

Tetchill 

1 

1 

Myddle  Pump  ... 

— 

1 

Harmer  Hill 

5 

5 

Myddle  Pump  opposite  No.  19  ... 

— 

1 

Weston  Lullingfields 

— 

1 

Cockshutt 

I 

9 

Welshampton  ... 

— 

1 

Hordley 

— — 

1 

Myddlewood 

— 

2 

Of  the  supplies  to  Council  Plouses: — 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory. 

Myddle 

2 

1 

Cockshutt 

— 

2 

Fenemere 

I 

— 

Welshampton 

— 

I 

The  investigations  and  work  on  improving  the  unsatisfactory  supplies  was  in 
progress  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  supplies,  other  parts  of  the  district,  such 
as  Baschurch,  Cockshutt,  Hordley,  Perthy  and  Welshhampton,  are  badly  off,  both 
in  quality  and  accessibility  of  the  water  much  of  it  having  to  be  carried  for  con¬ 
siderable  distances. 

The  following  main  supplies  were  taken  over  by  the  Council  during  the  year: 
Coptiviney  and  Lee  Mains,  and  Ellesmere  College  Main  (from  the  Vyrnwy 
Aqueduct)  through  Ellesmere  U.D.C.  Mains. 

Sleap  R.A.F.  Station  supply  from  borehole  with  storage  facilities  for  50,000 
gallons,  by  temporary  agreement  with  the  Air  Ministry. 
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Drainage  and  Sewage. 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  Public  Sewers: — None. 

Many  inhabitated  houses  have  their  own  systems  or  as  combined  drainage 
systems. 

Number  of  Privies  and  Earth  Closets  converted  to  W.C.’s,  10. 

No  new  work  was  carried  out  during  the  year  on  any  new  scheme  considered 
or  decided  upon  by  the  Council,  except  the  taking  over  under  temporary  agreement 
with  the  Air  Ministry  of  the  installation  of  sewage  disposal  at  Sleap  R.A.F. 
Station. 


HOUSING. 


.  1 

.  IS 

.  14 

.  187 

.  Nil 

.  1 

.  12 

administration  in 


Number  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Act  .  91 

Number  of  houses  found  overcrowded: — 

1.  Council  Houses 

2.  Private  Owned  houses 
Number  of  persons  therein: — 

1.  Council  Houses 

2.  Private  Owned  houses 
Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved: — 

1.  Council  Houses 

2.  Private  Owned  houses 
Number  of  houses  repaired  under  licence 

33  Hutments  at  Sleap  R.A.F.  Station  were  taken  over  for 
temporary  agreement  with  the  Air  Ministry. 

Number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year: — 

Permanent  .  .  .  .  .  23 

Temporary  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Private  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Number  of  houses  in  process  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year:— 

Council  .  .  .  .  .  21 

Private  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Number  of  houses  planned  for  1950: — - 

Permanent  (Council)  .  48 

Permanent  (Private)  .  .  .  .  — 

The  Council  are  to  distribute  a  Housing  Programme  for  1950  as  follows: 

Baschurch  .  .  12  Pentrehelyn  .  6 

Cockshutt  .  .  6  Welshampton  8 

N  esscl  iff  e  .  .  16 


RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY. 

The  Housing  Survey  was  completed  with  the  inspection  of  757  houses,  mak¬ 
ing  a  total  of  1,169  houses  inspected  during  the  whole  survey. 

FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES. 


Number  of  Bakehouses  .  .  .  7 

Number  of  Inspections  .  .  .  4 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  .  — 

Number  where  defects  were  remedied  .  .  .  — 

Number  of  Fried  Fish  Shops  and  Restaurants  .  2 

Number  of  Cafes  and  Restaurants .  .  9 
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Number  inspected  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  .  .  — 

Number  of  Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  .  .  .  1 

1.  Heat  Treated  .  .  .  .  1 

2.  Cold  Mix  . 

Number  of  Inspections  .  .  .  .  10 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  .  1 

Number  of  Ice  Cream  Retailers  .  2 

Number  of  Inspections  .  .  .  .  9 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  — 

Comments  on  general  conditions  of  above: — 


REPORTS  ON  SAMPLES  OF  ICE  CREAM. 

Conditions  are  generally  good.  Frequent  sampling  of  Ice  Cream  has  been 
of  assistance  in  maintaining  satisfactory  products.  The  Manufacturers  and  Re¬ 
tailers  have  shown  ready  co-operation. 


Methylene  Blue  Test. 
Grade. 


I. 

2. 

3- 

5 

1 

B.  c 

:oli. 

4- 

Present . 

Absent. 

5 

4 

9 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

There  are  no  public  conveniences. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

The  Scheme  for  the  collection  of  refuse  from  the  whole  area  was  put  into 
operation  during  July,  1949.  For  this  purpose,  a  “  Dennis  ”  vehicle  of  ten  cubic 
yards’  capacity  was  purchased.  Collections  are  carried  out  at  fortnightly  intervals. 
Tips  are  situated  at  Pentremorgan,  Kilhendre,  Bettisfield  Hall  (filling-in  of  pits  on 
agricultural  land)  and  an  unused  gravel  pit  at  Stanwardine  was  purchased  for  the 
Council’s  use. 

The  scheme  appears  to  be  working  smoothly  and  this  service  is  undoubtedly 
welcomed  throughout  the  district. 


NUISANCES. 

Number  dealt  with  20 

Number  remedied  .  15 

Additional  visits  .  .  .  .  35 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER. 

Number  of  T.T.  Producers  .  41 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  County  Council  91 

Number  of  which  complied  with  the  required  standard  .  69 

Number  of  Accredited  Producers  .  60 

Number  of  Samples  taken  by  County  Council  145 

Number  of  which  complied  with  the  required  standard  107 

Number  of  T.T.  Retailers  1 

Number  of  Licences  to  Pasteurise  Milk  Nil 

Number  of  Licences  to  retail  pasteurised  milk  Nil 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 


Number  of  producers  of  undesignated  milk  .  .  474 

Number  inspected  .  .  .  .  11 

Total  number  of  inspections  .  .  .  .  14 

Number  with  defects  .  .  .  .  11 

Number  where  defects  were  remedied  .  .  .  6 

Number  where  water  supply  was  unsatisfactory  .  Nil 


THE  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

The  supervision  of  the  production  of  milk  was  taken  over  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  on  October  1st,  1949,  and  only  the  registration  and 
supervision  of  distributors,  as  defined  by  the  Regulations  remain  under  the  control 
of  the  local  authority.  There  are  four  distributors  in  the  area. 

MEAT  INSPECTIONS. 

Sixty  visits  were  paid  to  one  emergency  slaughter  house  and  other  occasional 
visits  were  paid  to  premises  concerned  with  the  sale  of  meat  for  human  con¬ 
sumption. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 
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Other  Foods  Condemned: — 

2  tins  Peas. 

2  tins  of  Condensed  Milk. 
15  lbs.  of  Ham. 

9\  lbs  Cured  Ham. 

4  tins  of  Beef  Loaf. 

1 1  lbs.  of  Cheese. 


RATS  and  MICE. 

1  he  infestations  are  usually  dealt  with  by  the  Salop  County  Council  in  collab¬ 
oration  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES  AND  PERSONS. 

Number  of  Premises  dealt  with: — 1.  Premises  (a)  None 

(b)  Other  vermin  Nil 
2.  Persons.  None. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  ELLESMERE. 

Prescribed  particulars  of  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 

t. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

36 

17 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

16 

10 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
j  (excluding  out-workers-  premises) 

7 

20 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

59 

.47 

— 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions 
they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  "cases.”) 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 

Particulars. 

Referred 

cases  in 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temper- 

ature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

fective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- „ 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— - 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

work) 

rj 

2 

— 

“ 

TOTAL  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 
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OSWESTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Rainfall.  The  total  for  the  year  was  30.18  inches. 

The  following  parishes  are  provided  with  a  public  water  supply:— 


Nlo.  pf  houses 
supplied  direct. 

No.  of  houses 
supplied  by  stand¬ 
pipe. 

Selattyn 

IX3 

88 

Weston  Rhyn  ... 

444 

39 

St.  Martins 

44  1 

12 

Whittington 

630 

l8 

Oswestry  Rural 

5  id 

14 

Llanymynech 

140 

II 

Llanyblodwel  ... 

52 

3 

Total  ... 

2,33d 

185 

Six  new  Council  Houses  erected  at  Ruyton-XI-Towns  have  a  piped  water 
supply  indoors  supplied  from  Kraft  Dairies.  This  is  a  temporary  scheme  until 
such  times  as  the  whole  village  of  Ruyton  is  supplied  with  mains  by  the  Council. 


The  remaining  parishes  are  the  same  as  for  last  year  (See  1948  Report). 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination  from  private  sup¬ 
plies,  49. 

43  contained  B.  Coli. 

6  were  highly  satisfactory. 

Action  was  taken  in  each  case.  14  supplies  were  rendered  satisfactory.  A 
number  were  improved,  but  the  B.  Coli  could  not  be  entirely  eliminated.  Where 
improvement  was  impracticable  or  not  satisfactory,  persons  using  the  supplies 
were  advised  to  boil  all  water  for  domestic  purposes. 


RESULTS  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  OF  PIPED 

SUPPLIES. 


Date. 

Supply. 

B.Coli  per 

1  ooml. 

Faecal 

Content. 

22/3/49 

Maesbury 

B.  Coli  found 
in  50  ml. 

22/3/49 

Maesbury  (Chlorinated) 

3 

33% 

22/3/49 

Trefonen 

25 

32% 

22/3/49 

Trefonen  (Chlorinated) 

0 

0 

22/3/49 

Nantmawr  ... 

0 

0 

22/3/49 

Llanymynech 

0 

0 

22/3/49 

Llanymynech  (Chlorinated)  ... 

0 

0 

25/  1/49 

Selattyn  (Unchlorinated) 

90 

39% 

25/3/49 

Selattyn  (Chlorinated) 

25 

0 

25  '3/49 

Brook  House 

0 

0 

‘5/3/49 

Bath  Pool  ... 

17 

12% 

25/5/49 

Mardy  No.  1  Borehole  (Unchlorinated) 

1 

0 

25/3/49 

Mardy  Reservoir  (Chlorinated) 

0 

0 

23/4/49 

Selattyn  (Chlorinated) 

3 

0 

1/6/49 

Liverpool  Corporation  Supply  (S.O.H.) 

0 

— 

1/6/49 

do. 

0 

— 

1/6/49 

do. 

0 

— 

1/6/49 

do. 

0 

— 

29/9/49 

Maesbury  (Chlorinated) 

0 

— 

29/9/49 

Llanymynech  (Unchlorinated) 

7 

Present 

29/9/49 

Llanymynech  (Chlorinated)  ... 

3 

— 

29/9/49 

Trefonen 

50 

Present. 

29/9/49 

Trefonen  (Chlorinated) 

0 

— 

29/9/49 

Nantmawr  ... 

0 

— 

29/9/49 

Sweeney  (Unchlorinated) 

8 

Present. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  number  of  houses  connected  to  the  public  sewer  is  1,366. 

Twelve  new  septic  tanks  have  been  constructed  during  the  year.  The  remain¬ 
ing  houses  in  the  district  have  septic  tanks,  cesspools  or  no  drainage  at  all.  The 
drainage  systems  provided  for  the  Council  Houses  at  Maesbury  and  West  Felton 
are  not  altogether  satisfactory.  The  treatment  plants  in  each  case  have  been  in¬ 
stalled  too  near  the  houses,  and  offensive  smells  given  off  by  the  plants  cause  a 
nuisance  to  the  occupiers  of  surrounding  premises. 

HOUSING. 


Number  of  houses  in  process  of  erection  during  year:— 

Council  Houses  (Traditional)  .  .  .  .  88 

Private  Enterprise  .  .  .  .  22 

Total  .  .....*.  .  .  .  .  .......  110 

Number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year: — 

Council  Houses  (Traditional)  .  .  .  .  56 

Private  Enterprise  .  .  ......  .  .  15 

Total  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  71 

Number  of  houses  planned  for  1950  .  74 

Number  of  Council  Houses  overcrowded  .  .  .  25 

Number  of  Private  Houses  known  to  be  overcrowded  .  94 

Number  of  overcrowded  houses  relieved  .  .  .  27 

FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES 

Bakehouses: 

Number  of  premises  ......  .  .  .  .  10 

Number  inspected  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Number  of  inspections  .  .  .  .  16 

Number  of  written  notices  .  .  .  .  6 

Number  complied  with  .  .  .  .  3 


The  three  notices  not  complied  with  relate  to  polluted  water  supplies  to  two 
premises  and  one  to  premises  absolutely  unfit.  So  far  as  the  water  supplies 
are  concerned  the  owners  have  been  told  to  carry  out  improvements  to  the 
wells.  The  unfit  premises  cannot  be  made  fit  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the 

owner  had  approached  an  architect  with  a  view  to  securing  new  premises. 

* 

CAFES  AND  RESTAURANTS. 


Number  of  cafes  and  restaurants  .  .  .  17 

Number  inspected  .  .  .  .  14 

Number  of  inspections  .  .  .  .  18 


There  was  no  cause  for  action  to  be  taken  except  in  one  case  where  the 
kitchen  was  found  to  be  dilapidated.  A  new  Kitchen  is  in  process  of  erection. 

MEAT  PRODUCT  PREPARING  ROOMS. 

Two  premises  only  are  used  in  the  district  for  the  preparation  of  sausage, 
meat  pies,  etc.  It  was  found  that  both  were  unsatisfactory,  although  one  was 
capable  of  being  made  fit.  Notice  was  served  on  the  owners  with  the  result  that 
one  owner  is  providing  new  premises,  now  in  course  of  erection,  and  the  other 
carried  out  improvements  and  made  the  premises  satisfactory. 
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FRIED  FISH  SHOPS, 


Number  of  premises  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Number  inspected  .  *  .  .  .  .  4 

Number  of  inspections  .  .  .  7 


The  premises  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  each  case. 

ICE  CREAM. 

Number  of  registered  premises  .  .  .  1  1 

'  Eight  of  these  premises  were  not  registered  until  the  Autumn  and  did  not 
start  selling  ice  cream  until  very  late  in  the  year. 

The  premises  are  continuously  visited  and  no  cause  for  complaint  has  been 
found.  Each  vendor  retails  pre-packed  ice  cream  obtained  from  reputable  firms. 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  laboratory  examination  .  5 

Placed  in  provisional  grades  as  follows: — 

Grade  1.  Grade  2.  Grade  3.  Grade  4. 

3  1.  1.  Nil. 

B.  Coli  were  found  as  follows: — 

Non  Faecal  in  3  samples,  2  of  which  were  grade  1  and  the  other  grade  II. 
Faecal  Coli,  Nil. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  have  extended  the  refuse  collection  to  cover 
eleven  parishes,  now  leaving  two  small  and  sparsely  populated  parishes  untouched 
The  collection  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  and  some  4,000  premises  are  ser¬ 
viced.  Practically  all  larger  villages  have  a  weekly  collection  and  the  remaining 
areas  fortnightly. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  by  controlled  tipping,  but 
there  is  a  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  material  for  covering. 

Tipping  space  in  the  Northern  part  of  the  district  to  serve  Weston  Rhyn, 
St.  Martins  and  Gobowen,  is  becoming  very  difficult  to  find  and  it  would  appear 
that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  Council  will  have  to  provide  a  central 
tip  to  serve  these  villages. 

Salvage  is  collected  at  the  same  time  as  refuse  and  sorted  out  into  various 
grades.  There  has  been  a  noticeable  decline  in  the  amount  collected  during  the 
year. 

NUISANCES. 


Number  dealt  with  by  informal  Notices  .  .  135 

Number  complied  with  .  .  .  91 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  .  .  11 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  .  .  5 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  work  in  progress  .  .  3 

Number  of  notices  served  in  respect  of  Ash-bins  .  .  157 

Number  complied  with  .  .  .  .  120 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

The  above  Order  was  repealed  by  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  1944,  which  be¬ 
came  operative  on  the  1st  October,  1949. 

Number  of  producers  on  Register  at  30th  September,  1949  649 
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included  in  this  number  were  the  following  registered  under  Milk  (Special 


Designations)  Order. 

T.T.  Producers  64 

Number  of  samples  taken  .  .  .  158 

Number  of  samples  complied  Ill 

Accredited  Producers  30 

Number  of  samples  taken  .  .  84 

Number  of  samples  complied  62 

Number  of  premises  licensed  by  L.A.  to  Pasteurise  by  the  H.T.S.T.  Method  2 

Number  of  samples  taken  16 

Number  satisfied  Methylene  Blue  and  Phosphatase  Test  . 14 

Number  satisfied  Phos.  Test  only  .  .  .  2 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  T.B.  Test  .  .  13 

Positive  samples  1 


The  positive  result  was  reported  to  the  Divisional  Inspector  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  a  cow  was  found  to  show  signs  of  infection.  The  Cow  was 
slaughtered  under  the  T.B.  Order,  and  it  was  found  that  the  udder  was  effected 
with  Tuberculosis. 

RETAILERS  OF  MILK. 


Number  of  retailers  on  Register  at  the  end  of  September,  1949  66 

Number  of  T.T.  Retailers  9 

Number  of  Accredited  Retailers  2 

Number  of  Pasteurised  Retailers  .  .  2 

Number  of  Ordinary  Retailers  .  .  53 

Number  of  Distributors  on  Register  under  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949  5 

Pasteurised  Retailers  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Ordinary  Retailers  3 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Alternate  weekly  inspections  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Ministry  of  Fo.od 
slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  are  carried  out  by  the  Borough  and  Rural  Sanit¬ 
ary  Inspectors.  During  the  year  the  following  number  of  animals  were  inspected 
by  the  Rural  Inspector: — 

Cattle  Pigs.  Calves.  Sheep. 

875.  311.  910.  2,514. 

OTHER  MEAT  AND  FOODS  CONDEMNED. 

63f-  lbs.  Bacon.— Decomposed. 

304  lbs.  Beef. — Decomposed. 

51  lbs.  Corned  Beef.- — Putrefaction. 

3  lbs.  Tea.— Contamination  with  vinegar. 

14  stone  1  lb.  Smoked  Colley  Fillet. — Undercured  and  Putrefaction. 

2  lbs.  Veal  Loaf. — Blown. 

56  lbs.  Boiling  Fat. — Contaminated  during  transit. 

3  lbs.  14  ozs.  Meat  and  Veg.  Stew. — Decomposed. 

23  Tins  Fruit. — Hydrogen  Swell. 

4  lbs.  Cake  Mixture  .—Infested  with  living  mites. 

1  lb.  Salmon. — Decomposition. 

6  lb.  Mutton. — Putrefaction. 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

The  County  Council  excercise  powers  under  the  above  Act.  During  the  year 
fifteen  infested  premises  have  been  notified  to  them. 

On  April  1st,  1950,  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  comes  into 
force  and  the  above  Act  will  then  be  repealed.  As  Urban  and  Rural  District 
Councils  will  be  the  responsible  authorities  for  administering  the  new  Act,  the  Os¬ 
westry  Rural  District  Council  and  the  Oswestry  Borough  Council  have  agreed  to 
✓  lorm  a  j°int  scheme.  For  the  purpose  of  discharging  their  duties  effectively  they 
have  appointed  two  Rodent  Operatives  to  carry  out  the  work  of  destruction,  one 
ol  them  also  being  responsible  for  negotiating  and  assessing  contracts. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

Three  premises  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  for  bug  infestation.  Although 
one  was  not  actually  infested,  it  was  done  at  the  same  time  as  the  adjacent  pre¬ 
mises. 

In  both  cases,  two  treatments  with  “  Gammexane  ”  appears  to  have  cleared 
the  infestation. 


PUBLIC  HOUSES. 

Thirty-two  visits  have  been  made  to  licensed  premises.  33  premises  have 
hot  and  cold  water  supplied  in  the  bars  for  the  cleansing  of  glasses.  5  have  no 
permanent  hot  supply  and  have  to  rely  on  boiling  kettles  of  water.  This  is  mainly 
due  to  not  having  a  good  supply  of  cold  water. 

The  Brewery  Companies  are,  however,  making  every  effort  to  get  hot  water 
supplied.  During  1948,  the  majority  of  premises  had  major  alterations  carried 
out  with  the  result  that  this  year  there  has  been  no  cause  for  complaint. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

% 

There  are  no  public  conveniences  in  the  district. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  OSWESTRY. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


i. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

rotices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

18 

17 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  to 
which  Section  7  applies 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local  Author¬ 
ities  (Transfer  of  Enforcement) 
Order,  1938! 

34 

10 

• 

3 

(b)  Others 

(iii)  Other  Premises  under  the  Act$  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

52 

27 

3 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


# 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i)  ... 

2 

2 

— 

- — 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temper- 

— 

ature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

1 

— — 

fective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  (not  includ¬ 
ing  offences  relating  to 

2 

T 

Homework) 

— 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

7 

4 

— 

— 

— 
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WEM  RURAL  DISTRICT 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Rainfall.  Not  measured. 

Consumption.  Not  measured. 

Prees  Water  Works. 

1.  Number  of  dwellings  supplied  from  water  mains  .  .  221 

2.  Number  of  population  supplied  by  water  mains: — 

(a)  direct  to  houses  (1)  175  houses. 

(2)  453  persons  (estimated). 

(b)  by  means  of  standpipes. 

(1)  46  houses. 

(2)  138  persons  (estimated). 

Parts  of  village  of  Clive,  Hadnall,  Ash,  Stanton  and  Preston  Brockhurst  are 
supplied  by  private  undertakers,  as  follows:— 

Meadowfields  Farm,  Clive  Supply:  100  houses  direct  from  mains. 

Number  of  persons  .  . 350  (estimated) 

Hardwick  Estate 

(1)  direct  to  houses,  85  houses 

(2)  by  standpipe,  42  houses. 

(3)  Number  of  persons,  445  (estimated). 

Duchy  of  Lancaster  Supply,  Ash: 

(1)  direct  to  houses,  14  houses. 

(2)  by  standpipe,  16  houses. 

(3)  Number  of  persons,  105  (estimated). 

Stanton  Estate: 

(a)  Danes  well  supply 

(1) direct  to  houses,  46  houses. 

(2)  by  standpipes,  7  houses. 

(3)  Number  of  persons,  185  (estimated). 

(b)  Reservoir. 

(1)  direct  to  houses,  40  houses. 

(2)  by  standpipe,  4  houses. 

(3)  Number  of  persons,  154  (estimated). 

Acton  Reynold  Estate  Supply,  Preston  Brockhurst  and  Grinshill: 

(1)  direct  to  houses,  52  houses. 

(2)  by  standpipe,  28  houses. 

(3)  Number  of  persons,  280  (estimated). 

In  addition  the  hamlets  of  Aston,  Barkers  Green  and  Tilley  obtain  water  in 
bulk  supply  from  the  Wem  Urban  District  Council  as  under: — 

(1)  direct  to  houses,  21  houses. 

(2)  by  standpipe,  38  houses. 

(3)  Number  of  persons,  206  (estimated). 

Total  houses  supplied,  694. 

Steps  are  being  taken  to  improve  the  supplies  where  samples  showed  the 
water  not  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  houses  which  have  a  piped  supply  of  water  constitutes  about 
20  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  houses  in  the  district,  the  remaining  80  per 
cent,  of  the  houses  obtaining  their  supplies  from  wells.  Much  of  the  water  is  of 
doubtful  quality  and  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases,  the  water  has  to  be  carried 
some  distance.  Where  the  water  is  of  doubtful  quality,  consumers  are  advised  to 
boil  it  before  drinking. 
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RESULTS  OF'  WATER  SAMPLES. 


Clive. 

10/8/49  (Reservoir) 
31/8/49 
23/ti/49 
3/r/49  (Tap) 

19/1/49 

21/2/49 

5/4/49 

20/4/49 

10/8/49 

31/8/49 

Weston  Village. 

10/5/49  (Pump)  ... 
Preston  Brockhurst. 

19/10/49  (Stand  Pipe) 
San saw. 

3/r/49  (Tap) 
n/5/49 
Prees  Village. 

4/5/49 
Had  nail. 

24/10/49  (Tap) 

Stanton. 

19/10/49  (Tap) 
29/11/49  (Spring) 
29/11/49  (Reservoir) 


No.  of  coliform 

Faecal 

bacilli  per 

100  ml. 

coli. 

180  plus 

Present 

20 

Present 

90 

Present 

180  plus 

Present 

180  plus 

Present 

25 

Nil 

17 

Present 

Nil 

Nil 

5 

Present 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

25 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

7 

Present 

180  plus 

Present 

50 

Present 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  public  sewers  .  Nil 

Number  of  houses  having  their  own  private  arrangements  for  sewage  disposal 
No  record. 

Number  of  satisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  works.  No  record. 

Number  of  unsatisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  works.  No  record. 
Number  of  privies  or  earth  closets  converted  to  W.C.’s.  No  record. 

New  work  carried  out  during  the  year  or  any  new  scheme  considered  or  de¬ 
cided  upon  by  the  Council: — 

The  Council  is  considering  a  scheme  of  sewage  disposal  for  the  village  of 
Prees. 

HOUSING. 


Number  of  houses  inspected  under  Section  5  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  80 


Number  of  houses  fit  for  habitation  .  .  .  75 

Number  requiring  minor  repairs  .  .  .  .  75 

Number  where  repairs  have  been  carried  out  59 

Number  closed  .  .  .  .  4 

Number  of  houses  known  to  be  overcrowded: — 

(1)  Council  Houses  Nil 

(2)  Privately  owned  houses  19 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved: — 

(1)  Council  Houses  Nil 

(2)  Privately  owned  houses  1 1 

Number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year: — 

(1)  Permanent  .  .  .  .  39 

(2)  Temporary  Nil 
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Number  of  houses  in  process  of  erection  at  end  of  year,  25  (3  private). 
Number  of  houses  planned  for  1950: — 


(1)  Permanent  .  .  .  .  .  42 

(2)  Temporary  .  .  .  .  Nil 


FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES. 

Number  of  bakehouses 

Number  of  inspections  . 

Number  where  defects  were  found 
Number  where  defects  were  remedied 
Number  of  fried  fish  shops  and  restaurants 
Number  of  fried  fish  shops  and  restaurants  inspected 
Number  of  defects  found 
Number  of  defects  remedied 

Number  of  cafes  and  restaurants . 

Number  inspected 
Number  of  inspections 
Number  where  defects  were  found 
Number  remedied 

Number  of  ice  cream  manufacturers 

Number  of  ice  cream  retailers  (including  2  manufacturers) 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 


Number  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

LODGING  HOUSES. 

Number  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Number  of  parishes  .  .  .  .  .  13 


The  trial  scheme  for  the  collection  of  dry  refuse  from  the  nine  largest  villages 
was  operated  successfully  for  the  first  three  months  of  the  year. 

It  was  decided  to  extend  this  scheme  for  a  further  trial  period  of  three 
months,  the  area  of  collection  being  increased. 

For  the  remaining  six  months,  the  scheme  was  extended  to  cover  almost  the 
whole  of  the  district,  and  the  Council  have  now  accepted  a  tender  which  covers 
the  greater  part  of  the  district. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping. 

NUISANCES. 

No  particular  nuisance  has  had  to  be  dealt  with. 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order. 


Number  of  T.T.  producers 

...  58 

Number  of  licences  to  Pasteurised 

Number  of  samples  taken 

...  153 

Milk 

Nil. 

Number  which  complied 

...  125 

Number  of  licences  to  retail  pas- 

Number  of  accredited  producers 

...  97 

teurised  Milk 

Nil 

Number  of  samples  taken 

...  217 

Number  of  T.T.  retailers 

4 

Number  which  complied 

173 

Number  of  samples  taken 

Number  of  accredited  retailers 

Nil 

Not  known. 

6 

12 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

26 

24 

40 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

5 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 


Number  of  producers  of  undesignated  milk 
Number  inspected 
Total  number  of  inspections 
Number  with  defects 
Number  where  defects  were  remedied 


498 

51 

54 

3 

3 


In  general  the  conditions  ir^the  cowsheds  and  the  methods  of  production  were 
satisfactory. 

Number  of  retailers  of  undesignated  milk  12 

Delivery  is  made  by  bottles  and  from  churns  with  the  exception  of  graded 
milk. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949  (After  1st  October,  1949). 

Number  of  distributors  (as  defined  in  the  Regulations)  .  .  1 

Number  of  retailers  of  T.T.  Milk  .  .  .  .  4 

Number  of  retailers  of  Pasteurised  Milk  ,  .  .  .  Nil 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Meat  for  the  District  is  supplied  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  Depots  at  Shrews¬ 
bury  and  Whitchurch,  and  is  transported  in  modern,  metal-lined  containers. 

Periodical  inspections  of  the  containers  were  carried  out  during  the  year, 
they  were  found  to  be  maintained  in  a  clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

Periodical  inspections  of  canned  foods  were  carried  out  and  the  following 
were  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  retailers. 

Milk,  3  tins. 

Pork  Brawn,  1  tin. 

In  addition,  the  following  powder  mixtures  were  voluntarily  surrendered:— 
Ready  Mix  Flour  Pudding,  13  packets. 

Banana  Barley  Pudding,  1  packet. 

Custard  flavoured  Barley  Flour,  24  packets. 

Also,  during  the  year  28  lbs  of  Kippers  were  voluntarily  surrendered. 


Hotels,  Beer  Houses,  Bar  and  Cellars. 

Number  of  visits 

Number  found  with  limited  facilities  for  washing  glasses 
Number  remedied 

Any  other  defects  found  and  remedied  . 


20 

7 

Nil 

Nil 


Rats  and  Mice. 

All  infestations  investigated  have  been  minor.  The  Council  was  not  the  auth¬ 
ority  for  the  purposes  and  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  and  complaints  were 
passed  on  to  the  proper  authority,  the  County  Council. 

Verminous  Premises  and  Persons. 

Number  dealt  with:  1.  Premises  (a)  Bugs  .  .  . -  1 

(b)  Other  Vermin  Nil 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  WEM. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Eh  emises . 

Number 

on 

Register. 

Inspections. 

Number  of 

Written 

notices. 

Occupie.s 
prosecuted . 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

•49 

27 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  to 
which  Section  7  applies 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local  Author¬ 
ities  (Transfer  of  Enforcement) 
Order,  1938$ 

(b)  Others 

(iii)  Other  Premises  under  the  Actt  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  premises) 

— 

•— 

— 

TOTAL  .. 

49 

27 

— 

— 

2. — CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Reh 

To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

irred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i)  ... 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temper- 

ature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

—  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

T 

— - 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

fective 

— 

«  _ 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  (not  includ¬ 
ing  offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 
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